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It’s not often that local school board proceedings
make the national news, but that’s exactly what happened on Jan. 13, 2011, when the Mount Vernon City
Schools Board of Education voted 4-1 to terminate
eighth-grade science teacher John Freshwater for introducing creationism into his biology classes.
After Freshwater appealed his termination through
the lower courts and lost, he brought it to the Ohio
Supreme Court, which is expected to issue its decision imminently in the hybrid freedom-of-speech and
wrongful-termination case.
The Mount Vernon Board of Education’s 4-1 decision found Board President Margie Bennett and
members Jody Goetzman, Paula Barone and Sharon Fair voting for termination, while member Steve
Thompson voted against the measure. Bennett and
Thompson declined to comment for this article, citing the ongoing nature of the legal matter.
Freshwater’s dismissal brought widespread attention to a local controversy over religious education
in public schools that began almost a decade ago. In
interviews with the Collegian, Kenyon professors recalled following the story over the years as it page 3
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Students on financial aid are funded up to the cost of a residence hall double. Those desiring more expensive housing are forced to
pay the difference. Although Kenyon.edu lists a hypothetical cost for an apartment triple, no rooms of that type currently exist.
SAM COLT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

The message on Kenyon’s Residence
Life website is clear: “Your space. Your
choice.”
But some students say deciding between apartment- and dorm-style housing is a false choice, motivated by personal economic constraints and limits on
financial aid.

That could change soon.
A delegation of Student Council will
meet with the Student Affairs Committee of the Board of Trustees next Friday
over breakfast to discuss adjusting how
the College charges students for housing
in a way that would equalize the cost of
living in apartments and dorms, according to Student Council President Kevin
Pan ’15. The proposed change would ap-

ply to seniors first, and would follow in
other classes later.
“[Housing prices] have been brought
up multiple times in the past,” said Conrad Jacober ’15, who sits on Campus Senate. “However, with so many new North
Campus Apartments (NCAs) being built
and housing on campus being pushed
further and further towards more apartpage 3
ment housing … the issue

Students protest as Ohio abortion restrictions take effect

COURTESY OF TIM JURNEY

Kenyon students descended on the state capital Oct. 3 to protest regulations for abortions.
SARAH LEHR
NEWS EDITOR

Ohio, a state with few
abortion providers to begin with, may end up with
at least one fewer.
Capital Care Women’s

Center, located approximately two and a half
hours away from Kenyon
in Toledo, Ohio, will likely shut down due to legislation passed this summer.
Ohio’s
state
bud-

get, which was signed in
June and took effect this
month, requires that abortion providers like Capital
Care that do not qualify as
full medical centers maintain a transfer agreement

with a neighboring hospital, so that patients can be
sent to the hospital in case
of complications from an
abortion.
The budget, however,
no longer allows public hospitals to enter into
these emergency transfer agreements, which is
why Capital Care, Toledo’s only remaining
abortion provider, cannot maintain its agreement with the University
of Toledo Medical Center
[UTMC]. Nurse Practitioner Kim Cullers, Kenyon’s Director of Health
Services, doubts the medical rationale behind the
restrictions.
“Abortions are very safe
procedures,” she said. Even
if a procedure were to go
wrong, Cullers maintains
that an emergency trans-

fer agreement between a
clinic and a hospital is unnecessary. “The simple fact
is that anybody can go to
the emergency room and
get care,” she said.
Less than 0.002 percent of Ohio abortions in
2011 — the most recent
year of available data —
resulted in complications,
according to NARAL
Pro-Choice
America.
Within that percentage,
a small portion required
emergency transfer to a
hospital.
Other provisions in the
budget, which took effect
this October, include offering additional funding for rape crisis centers
provided that those centers make no abortion referrals, preventing teens
from obtaining abortions
without parental consent

and diverting funding
from organizations such
as Planned Parenthood to
Crisis Pregnancy Centers
(CPCs).
CPCs, non-profit organizations typically run by
Christian conservatives,
discourage women from
having abortions and offer assistance to women
who go through with their
pregnancies.
Although
some CPCs hold qualifications to perform a limited
range of procedures, such
as sonograms and pregnancy testing, the majority do not have license to
perform any sort of medical procedure. In total, the
budget reallocates $1.4
million in federal funding away from Planned
Parenthoods across Ohio,
according to the Columbus
page 5
Dispatch.
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NEWS

Marco Saavedra ’11 on education:

Education is valuable in and of itself, not
just education at a formal institution, but
education everwhere, whether it be handson or whether it be more erudite. We have
SENIOR EDITOR: SAM COLT
EDITORS: GABE BRISON-TREZISE & SARAH LEHR turned education [into] a means for a job, a
means for property, a means for maintain-

Village Record
Sept. 30 – Oct. 15

Sept. 30, 12:45 a.m. — Students in the North Campus Apartments (NCAs) had a party beyond the approved time.
Sept. 30, 2:17 a.m. — A student host and the host’s prospective student were found to be intoxicated in McBride Residence Hall (RH).
Oct. 1, 12:59 p.m. — A student bicyclist collided with a student’s moving vehicle outside of Peirce. There
was no damage and no injuries.
Oct. 2, 2:37 p.m. — A fire alarm was set off by burnt food in the New Apartments. There was no fire and
the alarm was reset.
Oct. 3, 12:51 a.m. — A staff member reported a burning plastic/rubber smell in Olin Library. There was no
smoke and no fire but Maintenance was contacted.
Oct. 3, 2:16 a.m. — A student complained of severe abdominal pain in Tomsich Hall and was transported
by the squad to Knox Community Hospital (KCH).
Oct. 3, 2:09 p.m. — Students in Gund Commons denied smoking an illegal substance.
Oct. 3, 3:18 p.m. — A student reported a wallet stolen at a party in the New Apartments.
Oct. 4, 10:00 a.m. — An illegal substance and paraphernalia were found in a student residence in the NCAs.
The items were confiscated by Safety, tested and turned over to the Knox County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO).
Oct. 4, 11:48 p.m. — A registered small party at the Zion Road Farm House exceeded the maximum number of attendees. The party was shut down by Safety.
Oct. 5, 12:53 a.m. — There was an intoxicated student in Caples RH. The squad transported the student
to KCH.
Oct. 5, 1:53 a.m. — There was an intoxicated student in Mather RH. Safety officers responded and assessed.
Oct. 5, 9:40 p.m. — A student reported a unlocked bike stolen from a bike rack at McBride RH.
Oct. 5, 9:47 p.m. — A student backed into another student’s vehicle in the Ascension parking lot. There
were no injuries and minor damage.
Oct. 6, 12:21 a.m. — There was an intoxicated student in Norton RH. Safety officers assessed.
Oct. 6, 12:25 a.m. — An intoxicated student was reported in Caples RH. Safety officers assisted the student
back to their residence.
Oct. 6, 12:44 a.m. — A student received a citation from the KCSO for carrying an open container on Knox
County public property.
Oct. 6, 12:49 a.m. — An intoxicated student was reported on the first-year quad. A Safety officer assisted
the student back to their residence.
Oct. 6, 12:51 a.m. — An intoxicated student was reported in the Crozier Center lot. Safety officer(s) assisted
the student back to their residence.
Oct. 6, 1:05 a.m. — An intoxicated student was reported in the NCAs. Safety officer(s) assessed the student
at their residence.
Oct. 6, 1:08 a.m. — An intoxicated student was reported at Gund RH. A Safety officer assessed the student.
Oct. 6, 1:30 a.m. — An intoxicated student was reported at Weaver Cottage. The squad transported the
student to KCH.
Oct. 7, 4:12 a.m. — A fire alarm was set off by burnt food in the NCAs. There was no fire and the alarm
was reset.
Oct. 7, 5:27 a.m. — An employee in Olin Library alerted Safety of an alarm sounding. Safety officer(s)
responded and completed a sweep of the building. There was no smoke or fire.
Oct. 7, 7:24 p.m. — A false identification card was discovered in a student’s found wallet in Campus Safety
lost and found. The ID was confiscated.
Oct. 9, 1:02 p.m. — Residue from an illegal substance was found during routine inspections in Old Kenyon.
The residue was confiscated and tested positive. KCSO took possession of the residue.
Oct. 9, 1:17 p.m. — Drug paraphernalia was found during routine inspections in Norton. It was confiscated,
tested positive and KCSO took possession of the paraphernalia.
Oct. 10, 12:12 a.m. — A student gathering in the New Apartments was shut down due to too many guests
and noise level.
Oct. 10, 4:39 a.m. — Student(s) damaged a window in Gund Commons by throwing a fire extinguisher
through it.
Oct. 10, 6:44 p.m. — A fire alarm was set off in Mather. There was no fire and the alarm was reset.
Oct. 10, 8:17 p.m. — A group of intoxicated students was reported in Lewis RH. Safety responded and the
squad transported one student. Three students were cited for underage consumption.
Oct. 11, 12:07 a.m. — A student was found passed out on a picnic table outside of McBride. The student
was assisted back to their residence.
Oct. 11, 6:01 a.m. — Unknown persons tipped over a snack machine in Old Kenyon.
Oct. 11, 11:14 a.m. — An illegal substance was found in a student residence in Old Kenyon. The items were
confiscated by Safety and the student is awaiting testing.
Oct. 11, 11:16 p.m. — A registered party was shut down in the Taft Cottages because it was over the attendance limit and a live band was performing.
Oct. 12, 1:14 a.m. — A student’s guest was transported from the Tafts to the Kenyon College Health Center for complications from a medical condition.
Oct. 12, 1:29 a.m. — An intoxicated student was found unresponsive in the grass in the NCAs. The student
was transported to KCH.
Oct. 12, 8:07 p.m. — A fire alarm was set off in Watson RH by burnt food. There was no fire.
Oct. 13, 5:01 a.m. — Patio furniture was found overturned and a tabletop is missing at Mather RH.
Oct. 13, 9:24 a.m. — A student reported the theft of an unregistered bike. The bike was not tethered to a
bike rack.
Oct. 15, 5:52 p.m. — A student’s ear was bleeding in Peirce from a recent piercing. A Safety officer assisted.
Oct. 15, 9:33 p.m. — A student in Norton complained of severe abdominal pain. The squad transported
the student to KCH.

ing class and status and that, I think, exacerbates inequalities all over the country. Education [should offer] a critique of inequality
and grant more freedom. I think educated
undocumented youth, by our very existence,
have challenged that dynamic.

News Briefs
Archery curses errant arrows
Thanks to a recent Business and Finance Committee (BFC) allocation, the Archery Club has the funding not only to acquire new arrows but also to find the many
arrows they’ve lost over the years. How? A metal detector.
“We bought a metal detector because sometimes the arrows that we shoot get
buried under the grass in the field, and we have to spend a lot of time searching for
them by hand (or foot, as the case may be). We usually find the arrows by stepping
on them,” Jaime Cohen ’15, head of the Club, wrote in an email.
Club member Kyra Baldwin ’17 also expressed excitement about the acquisition,
writing in an email, “Practice will be way more time efficient because of this.” Katie
Lovins ’17, in an email, echoed her classmate: “I think it’s a great idea that will increase the efficiency of arrow finding.”
Without enough bows, arrows or targets for all those interested in participating,
the group went to the BFC earlier this fall and was granted $728 for such equipment. “I love it,” Subei Kyle ’17, a member of the Club, wrote in an email. “I’m excited because this means each member gets their own bow.”
The Club meets twice a week, on Friday and Sunday, by Wiggin Street Elementary School; it is open to all students.
- Liam Reilly

BFC surprised to find extra cash
The Business and Finance Committee (BFC) plans to increase funding for several programs as a result of a budget surplus.
“A lot of clubs didn’t spend money that they were allocated last semester, so we
have some money this year,” BFC Co-Chair Michael Marting ’14 said.
Student Council approved the bylaw changes on Sept. 22, which include the
reversal of a policy that disallowed reimbursement for travel expenses to Mount Vernon, a doubling of funding for the Equestrian Club, and a doubling of the money
allocated to Fun Funds to $6,000.
Because of the Mount Vernon travel bylaw, BFC Co-Chair Eleanor Ritchie ’14
said, “We [felt] that we [were] disservicing a lot of service organizations [and] a lot
of religious organizations that do need to go to Mount Vernon on a regular basis.”
Fun Funds is a program that provides funding for food for public activities, like
the pizza for Beer & Sex meetings.
The Equestrian Club, meanwhile, has relied largely on fundraising and parent
donations to sustain itself. “We’re in a position where we can fill that gap,” Ritchie
said.
The BFC, which is backed by the mandatory student activities fee, funds Kenyon’s student organizations as well as services such as the Mount Vernon shuttle.
- Graham Reid

Village Council
Monday, Oct. 7

• Nate Overholt, registered sanitarian and director of environmental health for the
Knox County Health Department, reported to the Council the first confirmed case
of Lyme disease in the County.
• The Council discussed informally the danger of students riding their bikes in the
Village at night without proper lighting and safety decals.
• The Council approved an emergency variance application for the Locke family for
the construction of a garage so they could begin work before bad weather.
• The Council unanimously approved a $500 expenditure for the Halloween Party
to be held at the Gambier Community Center on Oct. 31 from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
• The Council unanimously approved a $7,500 expenditure to Agri-Sludge of
Shreve, Ohio, for the removal of 300,000 gallons of sludge.
• The mayor reported that the community gardens are coming along well in their
first year, and that the Village is planning on constructing a fenced area next to the
plots for a compost heap. Gardeners must clear their plots by the middle of next
month.
• The Delaware, Knox, Marion and Morrow (DKMM) Solid Waste District has
offered the Village the use of a dumpster in Gambier, so crews would not have to
travel to Mount Vernon. Due to a location concern, the Council decided to respectfully decline DKMM’s offer.
• Sick trees will be removed from properties on East Wiggin Street at an equal cost
to the homeowners and Village.
• The Village administrator reported that the Village maintenance crew replaced a
damaged fire hydrant on College Park Street and is in the process of replacing and
removing other hydrants around the Village.
• The project to improve the sidewalks and roadways of Acland Street is moving
along, the Village administrator reported. The stormwater section of the project is
complete, and additional paving is underway.
• The Annual Fall Dumpster Day was held on Saturday, Oct. 5. The Village filled
2.5 dumpsters of trash and a quarter of a dumpster of metal.
- Henri Gendreau
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Imminent ruling puts Freshwater back in the spotlight
Timeline of the John Freshwater case

1985

June 2008: Mount Vernon City Schools
suspends John Freshwater without pay.

2000

1987: John Freshwater begins teaching at Mount
Vernon High School.

2005

2002-2003: Freshwater petitions the Mount Vernon City
Schools Board of Education to adopt intelligent design as
part of its curriculum.

2010

December 2007: A family alleges that
Freshwater burnt a cross into the arm of
their son in his eighth grade class.

Jan. 31, 2011: Board of Education votes 4:1 to terminate
Freshwater’s contract.

evolved from a rejected
intelligent design curriculum into allegations
of physical violence
against students.
Between 2002 and
2003, Freshwater petitioned the Board of Education to adopt a lesson
plan based on materials from the Intelligent
Design Network, an
organization dedicated
to promoting creationism. Freshwater’s proposal “was turned down
by the District’s science
curriculum committee,
and then was turned
down by the Board,”
said Richard Hoppe, an
aff iliated scholar in biology at Kenyon, who
has written extensively
about Freshwater’s case
for The Panda’s Thumb,
a science education blog.
After the last set of
allegations about Freshwater’s conduct surfaced

in 2008, Hoppe attended 38 of the 40 public
school board meetings
leading up to the 2011
termination
decision.
He also taught an interdisciplinary studies
course at Kenyon about
the conf lict between
creationism and evolution.
“The materials he
used in support of that
proposal were classical intelligent design
creationism materials,”
Hoppe said. “It didn’t
surprise me when some
of the allegations later
were that he taught using those kinds of materials.”
Professor of Biology
Wade Powell said Freshwater “was teaching creation science — and the
fashionable version of it
at that time was called
‘intelligent design’ ––
and it coincided with
some battles that were
being fought at the level

of the state board of education about the standards for Ohio education.”
“At that time,” Powell
said, “my big concern,
since I had children
younger than middle
school who were coming
up to it, was that he was
essentially introducing
religious teaching into
the science courses.”
In addition to teaching
creationism
in
classes about evolution,
Freshwater
allegedly
branded a cross on a student’s arm using a scientif ic instrument called a
Tesla coil.
Witnesses
offered
conf licting
testimony about the details of
this incident, although
Hoppe said that “it was
clear that Mr. Freshwater used the Tesla coil to
shock students.”
R. Lee Shepherd,
the referee whom the
board assigned to the

case in a fact-f inding capacity, did not include
that charge in his January 2011 report recommending
termination,
noting that it had been
addressed by administrative action.
The Kenyon biology
professors interviewed
were unanimous in identifying what they considered to be the reason
for the controversy surrounding Freshwater’s
case.
“This is a very conservative religious community,” Powell said. “A lot
of people get caught up
in their majority status
and fail to really think
about what it must feel
like for other people to
have folks in power dictating what is common
and acceptable in terms
of religious practice.”
“Knox County is a
place where there’s a
lot of religious fundamentalism. … The fact

Present

Jan. 6, 2011: Hearing finds
sufficient grounds to terminate Freshwater’s contract.

May 2008: Crowd rallies in Mount
Vernon’s Public Square to support
Freshwater.

Continued from Page 1
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that there’s controversy
is shown by the number
of people who are supporting Mr. Freshwater.
But it’s not a scientif ic
controversy,” Professor
Emeritus of Environmental Science and Biology Ray Heithaus said.
Freshwater’s
case
strikes at the heart of
science education in the
United States, and the
professors noted that it
highlighted
disagreement over what form
science education should
take.
“Some of the conclusions of science make
people with certain religious beliefs very uncomfortable,” Associate
Professor of Biology Andrew Kerkhoff said. “It’s
understandable, but that
doesn’t mean that those
observations and conclusions aren’t correct.”
Kerkhoff said the
Freshwater case illustrated a challenge facing

March 2012: After an appeal by Freshwater, Fifth Appellate District Court
of Appeals confirms the Board’s right
to terminate Freshwater’s contract.

science educators as they
communicate their goals
and methods to the public.
“Mr.
Freshwater’s
point of view is one
that’s detrimental to science education,” Kerkhoff said. “Yet for 20
years, he was a very
popular science educator
within the public school
system. That tells us
what a diff icult problem
this is.”
Hoppe related an
incident from the administrative
hearings
where a student witness,
when asked what he had
learned about science
from Freshwater’s class,
reportedly replied, “I
learned that you can’t
trust scientists. Scientists don’t know anything. You can’t trust
science.”
“That was the most
striking and disheartening thing,” Hoppe said.
“You can’t trust science.”

Beginning with seniors, College to discuss flat-rate fee
Continued from Page 1

is more pertinent.”
Jacober cited price as
a main factor in his decision to live in Hanna Residence Hall this year. When
he broached the issue of
housing price inequality on
Campus Senate, Dean of
Students Hank Toutain invited him to present his case
to Student Council. In doing so, Jacober has become
a major proponent of eliminating the discrepancy in
housing prices.
The widest housing
price discrepancy this year
is $4,300 per year, the difference between the cost of
an apartment single and a
dorm triple, according to
fees listed on the College’s
website. The average difference in cost between apartments and dorms on campus
is roughly $1,000 per year.
Some, including Jacober,
have suggested the College
move to a flat-rate system
that would charge all students the same amount for

housing. But Toutain was
quick to point out this problem does not have a onesize-fits-all solution. “There
are other ways to get to a
flat-rate system,” he said.
“I’m not sure that there is
one best way to do it. Sometimes the best approach is
to figure out who you are as
an institution, and that may
make some strategies more
appropriate.”
One way the College
might seek to decrease
housing price inequalities
in the future is by increasing the housing stipend for
students on financial aid. A
flat-rate system would also
result in a need to increase
financial aid.
“If we go to a flat rate on
the housing, the financial
aid budget will need to be
adjusted to increase support
from the College for a subset
of students,” Dean of Admissions and Financial Aid
Jennifer Delahunty wrote in
an email. “We have looked
at that issue and would not
want students on aid to be

HENRI GENDREAU | COLLEGIAN

The NCAs, some of the most desirable housing on campus, are not fully funded for students receiving financial aid.
disadvantaged in any way.”
Adjusting financial aid
to cover the price of housng
for the average senior would
cost the College an excess
of $300,000, acording to a
study conducted last year
by former Associate Vice
President for Finance Teri
Blanchard.
As far as specific policy

proposals, Student Council
appears deferential to the
Board.
“It’s not exactly our place
to tell the College how to
implement a policy change,”
Jacober said, “when our role
is — rather than submitting
to them a formal document
with a policy change — to
bring to them the impetus

that a change needs to happen.”
Toutain also echoed the
conversational nature of
Student Council’s meeting
with the Board. “It’s valuable to have a conversation,”
he said. “The Board is interested in the student experience.”
Regardless of the out-

come of Student Council’s
conversation, Pan supports
the push to make housing
more equitable. “I do think
it’s good policy, especially
with the nice housing being on campus,” he said.
“Students deserve to live in
them, regardless of class.
I think a policy change is
needed.”
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ON THE RECORD
MARCO SAAVEDRA ’11

IMMIGRATION ACTIVIST

SARAH LEHR
NEWS EDITOR

In August 2011, Marco Saavedra
’11 was arrested. Saavedra, whose
parents came to the U.S. from
Mexico when he was five years old,
“came out” as an undocumented
youth and allowed himself to be detained at the Broward Transitional
Center of Pompano Beach, Florida.
Once inside the center, Saavedra and
other activists collected data in order to expose U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s failure to
suspend deportation for people who
would qualify under new guidelines
put forth by President Obama’s administration. Before his talk in the
Gund Gallery on Oct. 3, Saavedra
sat down with the Collegian.
How did your time at Kenyon
shape your direction in life?
Kenyon was fundamental. It’s
heavenly to be back on such a beautiful fall day. Sometimes I think I idealize my time here and forget the bad
parts.
What were some of those bad
parts?
I experienced bouts of depression. I wouldn’t want to eat, get out
of bed or shower. Everyone is freaked
out about what they’ll do after Kenyon, but I was even more so because
I knew I didn’t have a Social Security card or a driver’s license. I was so
afraid about being deported.
How did people react once you
started telling them you were undocumented?
One of my biggest mentors was
the chaplain Carl Stephens. He’s
in Columbus now. After my roommate, he was the second person I told
I was an undocumented immigrant.
I started telling other people when I
came back to Kenyon my senior year
after spending a semester at Georgetown [University]. The reaction was
super friendly and hospitable, unlike
the reaction I had feared.
Did you ever feel alienated at Kenyon because of your background?
Yes and no. I’ve always felt alienated. I grew up in a New York City
neighborhood that was largely Do-

minican and I’m Mexican. Even
though Dominicans and Mexicans
are both Latino, the cultures are so
different. Then I went to Deerfield
Boarding School on scholarship. I’ve
always been the one Mexican.
When did you decide to do something about immigration reform?
Initially, it was selfish. I just
wanted to know as many advocates
as possible so I could know the best
course of action if I or someone in
my family ever got involved with deportation proceedings. But then, it
became more about community and
looking out for other folks who didn’t
have that luxury to be in Washington, D.C. lobbying or to be at an institution like Kenyon.
What was your experience at
the Broward Transitional Center in
Florida like?
It’s hard for me to talk about it because I’ve repressed some of it. I was
there for three weeks, and I learned
a lot. I think that my experiences
at Kenyon and at boarding school
kind of prepared me — I don’t want
to make that comparison in a nasty
way because it was totally different
in most ways, but it was the experience of a complete, closed-off institution. People talk about the Kenyon
bubble. We were able to talk to over
a hundred families that had relatives
detained and we were able to secure the release of about four dozen
people. It’s been the most successful
infiltration so far, and that’s largely
due to the work of the National Immigrant Youth Alliance, and I think
it’s due to the mentality from the
outside of being undocumented and
unafraid.
What surprised you most about
Broward?
Broward is particular because it’s
for folks who don’t even have criminal records, and if they do, it’s minor infractions, like traffic or fishing
violations. Physically, it’s not very
oppressive. There are no locks on
your [individual] doors even though
you’re enclosed in this building. The
relationships with the guards are
usually friendly because a private

SAM COLT | COLLEGIAN

Marco Saavedra ’11 gave himself up to immigration authorities at a Florida protest in August 2011.
company hires them — they aren’t
immigration agents. I feel that the
oppression is more insidious. The oppression might take the form of outside priests coming in and telling us
that we were in the wrong. There’s
also some cases of detainees pitting
themselves against each other and
trying to determine who’s friendlier
with the guards by reporting things
like who’s planning to do a workers’
strike. Another striking thing was
how brutal the judge was. Judge [Rex
J.] Ford, the only presiding judge at
the facility, is one of the top 10 worst
immigration judges, and that’s determined by data kept at Syracuse [University]. He denies asylum in the vast
majority of his cases.
Whose stories stick out to you
from your time at Broward?
I was very much shepherded by
this man named Claudius Rojas who
had previously been detained there
with his son. His first question for
me was, “What are you doing here?
How could your mom let you be

here?” As a dad, that was instinctively
his first reaction. I think that the immigrants who were detained with me
cared for me so much. Even though
I had a lot of safeguards, I think they
were more worried for me sometimes
than about their own cases.
Does your family worry about
your activism?
They’ve always been guarded, but
they were especially worried when I
went back to Mexico and asked for
asylum in the U.S. But at the same
time they were so supportive. My
mom and dad did so many media
interviews. Now, I’m ready to transition into less rigorous activist work,
so that makes my family more comfortable. My primary passions are
painting and writing, and I’m thinking about getting a masters in theology.
How do you feel about the
Obama administration’s record on
immigration?
I think they’re almost condescending to the immigrant commu-

nity. I think they have done referendums and even Deferred Action
[for Childhood Arrivals] when their
back’s against the wall when they
think they aren’t getting enough
Latino votes. While Obama has
expressed hopes about immigration
reform, even George W. Bush put
political power behind promoting
it. The Obama administration has
tried to appeal to immigrants while,
at the same time, has deported and
detained people at historically high
rates.
Do you ever feel like you have to
sacrifice your privacy for your activism?
I do, and it can be unhealthy
sometimes. But I’m privileged because I have a supportive family and
I have a church that’s nurturing, so
I have retreat spaces. One thing that
I’m starting to be more wary of is
how judgmental activists can be of
people outside of activism, which is
why I’m more comfortable identifying as an artist.

Cash-strapped Equestrian Club granted additional funds
ALEX HARROVER
STAFF WRITER

In response to financial
hurdles, this fall members of
the Equestrian Club successfully lobbied the Business
and Finance Committee
(BFC) to boost their funding to cover 90 percent of the
cost of care for their horses.
In the 2010-2011 year, the
Business and Finance Committee (BFC) cut the Club’s
funding from 100 percent to
45 percent. The funding provides for the essential care of
the Club’s horses.
At the time of these cuts,
the Equestrian Club was

comprised of 12 members
— a small number considering the expensive upkeep
of horses. BFC Co-Chair
Michael Marting ’14 said, “I
think the problem in the past
was, you know, you’re really
spending a large amount of
money on a small number
of people, and I think that’s
part of the reason why it was
cut back.”
Equestrian Club Treasurer Helen Rogers ’15 inherited these cuts and took
action to bring the Club
back into financial sustainability. She met with Director of Student Activities and

Greek Life Christina Haas
and BFC Co-Chair Eleanor
Ritchie ’14, making a case
to replenish what was cut.
In these meetings, Rogers
presented receipts for Club
expenses to Haas and the
BFC, reassuring them of the
Club’s responsibility through
accountability.
Additionally, she listed
some recent successes of the
Club: consistent top-three
placement in regional competition, an individual record
at nationals and a membership that has more than doubled. “The Club also attracts
prospective students,” Rog-

ers said. “We wanted [the
BFC] to know that.”
Their cooperation proved
effective — the BFC saw
eye-to-eye with Rogers, and
doubled the essential funding for horses, now covering
90 percent of food, board,
vaccines, horseshoes, etc. As
for that 10-percent gap, it is
being provided for by continued fundraising efforts. Most
recently, the Equestrian Club
worked a day at Cedar Point,
earning $2,000 to help cover
the remaining expenditures.
But these essential costs
cannot provide for the entirety of the Equestrian Club’s

success. Interstate travel
to competitions requires
boarding for the team itself
— the BFC does not cover
the Club’s hotel or travel expenses or instructional lesson
fees. These present an additional gap to be filled.
Membership fees, in addition to lesson costs, pay
for a portion of this. “[The
Equestrian Club’s] dues for
a non-showing member are
about $450 per semester,
and a showing member pays
more like $1,000,” Ritchie
said. Given that membership has increased since
2012 from 12 members to

30, there is effectively more
money in the pool, and even
that is enhanced by an outpouring of parent donations,
which is rare among Kenyon’s clubs.
“We don’t want to make
a value judgment on the
clubs at Kenyon,” Marting said, “but this is something that’s really unique.
… There’s one equestrian
team and they work really
hard to keep it going … and
still have skin in the game;
they’re still paying a lot of
the expenses, but we wanted
to try and cover more of the
capital expenditures.”
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Nearest abortion clinics will face added regulations
Continued from Page 1

President of the Kenyon Republicans Andrew Gabel ’15 supports these changes in the interests
of frugality.
“Large, well organized interest
groups such as Planned Parenthood have deep pockets and powerful lobbies representing them,”
he said. “If the prudent allocation
of limited state resources requires
groups like Planned Parenthood to
rely on the generosity of their supporters as opposed to the cohesive
hand of the government, such a
loss is acceptable.”
Currently, doctors in Ohio
must inform a patient seeking an
abortion, of the potential existence
of a fetal heartbeat and must present the patient with the option of
listening to that heartbeat. The patient may refuse to listen, but Cullers said she finds the premise upsetting.
“I feel like it’s just this emotional blackmail,” she said. “Clearly,
it’s just a tactic to make a woman
feel worse about what she’s going
through.”
Gabel sees the motivation behind such measures more positively. “This bill does not ban abortion
in the state of Ohio. It merely requires by law that pregnant women
contemplating having an abortion
are given the most information science can provide,” he said. “Governor [John] Kasich and his allies
in the Ohio legislature believe in
making informed decisions, and
that is exactly what this bill allows
for.”
A proposed bill, House Bill

COURTESY OF TIM JURNEY

Sixteen Kenyon students traveled to Columbus on Oct. 3 to protest abortion restrictions in Ohio.
(HB) 248 would ban abortions
when a fetal heart beat is detected — potentially as early as four
weeks after conception.
Ali Goergen ’14, who attended the We Won’t Go Back Ohio
rally in Columbus on Oct. 3, along
with 15 other Kenyon students to
protest Ohio’s current and potential abortion restrictions, objects
strongly to this measure.
“If I were only four weeks pregnant, I don’t think I would know
[I was pregnant]” she said. “I don’t
think most women would know.”
The first detection of a fetal
heartbeat could take substantially
more than four weeks, though.
Detection varies wildly, according

to Cullers. “Fetal heart tones are a
confusing part [of the legislation],”
she said. “It really depends on the
position of the uterus. It depends
on how far along they are, it depends on the skill of the practitioner who’s performing the test.”
Another proposed measure
would require doctors to inform
patients of a link between abortion
and breast cancer — a link many,
including the World Health Organization, the American Cancer
Society, the National Cancer Institute and the Susan G. Komen
Foundation, deny.
Rebecca Ogus ’14, who attended the rally along with Goergen,
worries about what she perceives as

a disconnect between politics and
medical science.
“It seems like political interest
can take precedent over women’s
health,” she said. “I don’t think that
abortion is the only thing under
threat, even though it’s sometimes
exclusively talked about because it’s
inflammatory. Access to abortion
is important, definitely, but so are
contraception and mammograms.”
Cullers particularly takes issue
with the way that the most recent
restrictions took effect.
“What I find most alarming
is the sneakiness of putting these
provisions in the budget bill without really making them public
knowledge,” she said.
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Sydney Watnick ’14, president
of the Kenyon Democrats, believes
that Kenyon students aren’t immune to this public ignorance. “A
lot of people don’t realize that these
things are happening because they
don’t follow state politics or they
don’t think about reproductive
rights until they encounter the unplanned pregnancy that they never
thought would happen,” she said.
“The alarming thing is, even now,
there are few Ohio clinics that offer the procedure and they’re pretty
far from Kenyon.”
When a student asks the
Health Center for an abortion referral, Cullers says the Center recommends one of the three clinics
in Columbus. This occurs rarely —
over the five years she’s worked at
Kenyon, Cullers recalls only two
cases of a student coming to the
Health Center with an unplanned
pregnancy.
She believes that this number
is misleading, however. Students
likely procure pregnancy tests and
abortions on their own.
If a Kenyon student chooses to
undergo an abortion, the Health
Center will mention the availability of Kenyon’s counseling services
and will mark any absences from
classes as excused. Cullers emphasized that the Health Center aims
to help.
“None of the nurses here have
an agenda,” she said. “If you talk
to the nurses here, we probably all
have a different stance politically.
But, I think all of us are committed … to getting information to
students and helping them make
choices.”

College considers three-tiered system to police plagiarism
GRAHAM REID
STAFF WRITER

The Committee on Academic Standards has approved future changes to
the Academic Infractions
Board’s (AIB) policy that
would create “more appropriate standards,” according
to Vice President for Academic Affairs Kaylyn Talkington ’14.
Last year, the AIB heard
15 student cases and reached
guilty verdicts in 14 of those
cases. Though many Kenyon students will avoid any
contact with the AIB in their
four years, the board and its
policy can have a major impact on affected students’
lives.
Rather than what Talkington called an “umbrella
punishment,” the changes
would categorize infractions
within a three-tiered system.
First-tier issues, the most minor, would be handled by the
relevant faculty member and
department chair, rather than
the AIB, except in cases in
which a student requests an
AIB hearing. The second
tier consists of “inappropriate collaboration on assignments, … extended, or more

like egregious, use of someone else’s material without
citation,” Talkington said.
She added that these cases
would go through the AIB
and offenders would face
harsher penalties, including
conditional enrollment.
The most extreme cases of academic dishonesty,
third-tier cases, include
“purchasing of a paper, [or]
inappropriate use of materials during an exam.” Such
an infraction could result in
dismissal from the College.
Another punitive change
deals with what Talkington calls the College’s “representatives to the public.”
Students who commit a serious infraction while holding a “leadership position,
whether it’s through student
government, Greek life or
athletics will have to have
those privileges revoked,”
Talkington said.
“The biggest changes that
we’re looking at is moving
a particular type of offense,
tier-one offenses, to the department level,” Associate
Provost Jan Thomas, who
helped draft the legislative
changes, said. “We have a
sense that faculty are already

doing this on their own.”
While
unintentional
first-tier offenders will still
receive a zero on the assignment, Thomas stressed the
main purpose of the new
system is to “not just punish
[students], but to really educate them about what they
did wrong.”
Talkington concurred,
and said, “We don’t want
to be scaring people; that’s
not what this is about. This
is about helping people who
make mistakes to learn from
them.”
First-tier infractions will
not require the whole “Board
[to meet] together to have a
conversation,” Thomas said.
This year, to speed up the
hearing process, AIB members will schedule time for
meetings, even before any
cases have come up. Last
year, the AIB considered
a “Fast Track” system designed to streamline the
hearing process.
“The Fast Track hearings
helped, but we still didn’t
feel like it was the right answer,” Thomas said regarding the AIB’s attempts to
expedite the process. “These
issues have been percolating

for a long time from different sources.”
In addition to speeding
up proceedings, the new
policies will provide “more
consistency from year to
year” so that as the composition of the Board changes, its
members can still work from
more specific regulations,
Thomas said.
The Academic Affairs
Committee began looking at
changes to AIB policy two
years ago, under then-Associate Provost Ric Sheffield’s
direction. Last year, Thomas
decided “it was just time to
try and fix it.”
This past summer,
Thomas reviewed policies
of Kenyon’s peer institutions to find “ideas and put
them together in a way we
thought would work for
Kenyon.”
Along with changes to
punitive policy, preventive

measures are also on the
table.
Thomas cited “a growing
concern [among the faculty]
that students are not being
prepared for” writing appropriate citations. To combat
this, the changes will include
“something like a workshop
or module for first years
once they get here to kind
of give them an idea of what
academic integrity entail[s].”
Emphasizing the same
point, Thomas said “education is a big part of this and
our idea is to have freshmen
be required to do this tutorial
before they can register for
spring classes. In the past,”
she added, “I think we’ve
been willing to assume that
most students have the background that they need. Now,
however, it’s becoming more
obvious that all students
don’t have that [before they
arrive] and we probably

should not assume that they
do.”
Thomas expects students to react favorably to
the AIB changes. She said.
“We think students will generally appreciate it if things
can move faster.” Thomas
also anticipates support for
the aspects of the changes
that add harsher punishments for more serious offenses, noting that “students
on AIB are very offended at
the kinds of things that their
peers do.”
“I think if we could pilot it
in the spring, then get everything in place for next year,
that would be great,” Thomas said. Ultimately, though,
after having passed through
the Committee on Academic
Standards, the policies live or
die by the faculty’s approval.
Next up, this month’s department chairs’ meeting will discuss the proposed changes.

CORRECTIONS
In the Student Council minutes from the Oct. 3 issue, the Collegian incorrectly reported that
The Kenyon Observer will be using the printers at the Mount Vernon News going forward. They will
be using Printing Arts Press in Mount Vernon.
In the article “Pupil to professor: Andrew Ross’s passionate journey” from the Oct. 3 issue, a
photo caption misidentified Ross as a Visiting Professor of Art History. He is a Visiting Professor
of History. We regret the errors.
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Student vandalism jars campus during October Break
HENRI GENDREAU
OPINIONS EDITOR

The start of Reading Days
took a destructive turn last
Thursday when students broke
two large windows in lower
Gund Commons, damaged a
f ire extinguisher box and f iling cabinet, overturned furniture and tipped over a portable
toilet on North campus.
Although the perpetrators
were previously unknown,
Dean of Students Hank
Toutain sent an email to the
campus community on Monday, stating the “students believed to be responsible for the
vandalism I reported to you
last week have been identif ied
through their own cooperation
and information provided by
other members of the campus
community.”
It is unknown how disciplinary action is currently proceeding.

“It would be inappropriate
for me to comment on the statuses of specif ic student conduct hearings,” Toutain wrote
in an email to the Collegian,
“but I think I can tell you that
the College is following up on
the matter according to our
stated conduct review policies
and procedures.”
The vandalism incident is
the most extensive reported
this year, and it comes after a
rise in reported damages that
occurred last year. As recorded in the Summary of College
Rules Violations in the 2013
Student Handbook, 22 violations were reported last year,
compared to 15 in the 20112012 school year and three in
the 2010-2011 school year.
Last year, when a string
of vandalism included a broken window at the Bookstore,
a broken vending machine
and other similarly destruc-

HENRI GENDREAU | COLLEGIAN

Two windows in lower Gund Commons were broken by students, who are now undergoing disciplinary procedures.
tive acts, the incidents did
not provoke a campus-wide
email alerting the community to what had happened.

“My recollection is that a
campus-wide announcement
about a number of incidents
of vandalism last year wasn’t

needed in view of extensive
coverage of the various incidents in the Collegian,”
Toutain said.

He described his experience as
informative, less like an internship and more like “reading a
book or watching a documentary on the field … like absorbing the information.” Yet Olson
cautioned that externships are
less hands-on than an internship or job experience and that
students should “be prepared to
do a lot of observing and a lot of
listening.”
Larae Schraeder ’97, current
president of the Alumni Council, not only sponsored Olson in
his externship, but herself externed at the French Embassy
in Washington, D.C. while attending Kenyon. She gave the
externship program glowing
reviews, saying it “is helpful for
all” Kenyon students.
Externships are not only useful for students like Olson, who
have an idea of their intended
career, but also students who
are looking for ways to “rule
out things [they] don’t want to
do,” Schraeder said. Olson commented that the only thing he’d
change would be to have “gone

first semester freshman year and
started talking with [the CDO],
just because they’re aware of a
lot of opportunities that the average student isn’t aware of.”
The application for an externship is much easier than
that for an internship. Applicants work with the CDO to
choose an alumnus or alumna
they want to shadow, as well as
a few backups.
Next, applicants add their
choices to a Google Doc, which
Layson said he uses to find each
student a good alumni match.
Just because the process is easy,
however, does not mean applicants can slack off. Students
often reserve popular alumni
quickly, according to Layson,
since the program runs on a
“first-come, first-serve” basis.
Although the fall application
deadline has passed, Layson encourages anybody looking for
a January externship to contact
him. Otherwise, students can
apply for the next round, which
will take place during the spring
semester.

The new internships? CDO pushes externship program

KELSEY OVERBEY
STAFF WRITER

For students with undecided majors and self-proclaimed
uncertain futures, Kenyon can
often feel like a high-stress environment. The Career Development Office (CDO), however, says it has a partial solution
through its externship program.
The CDO has run the program for 22 years, and according to Director Scott Layson,
student interest has fluctuated
over time. Around 100 students
participated 10 years ago, during what Layson described as
the program’s “zenith.” Interest
has since dropped, with around
30 students participating each
year, excluding last year’s slight
increase to around 40.
According to Layson, however, it appears that externships
are starting to catch on again.
An externship is a type of
mini-internship or job shadow.
“It’s a three-to-five-day opportunity to shadow either an alum,
parent, or friend of the College
that’s in a field that a person is

CLAIRE ROBERTSON | COLLEGIAN

CDO Director Scott Layson values externships as a means to employment.
interested in,” Layson said.
Many find externships more
accessible than internships,
since they require a relatively
minimal time commitment and
can be cost-effective and informative. They are also easier to
obtain than internships.
“I think it’s one thing that
can help your résumé stand out.
Anything that can set you apart
I think really helps because it’s

so difficult to get that callback
[for an internship],” said Josiah
Olson ’14, who externed at Nationwide Insurance in Columbus.
Olson connected with the
CDO knowing he wanted to
work in finance and ultimately
found his calling within the actuarial field, a facet of finance
that he “didn’t even know existed” prior to his externship.

CSAD conference to feature former White House officials
ALEX PIJANOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon’s Center for the
Study of American Democracy (CSAD) has announced that the topic of
its third biennial conference will be “The Politics
of Economic Inequality.”
The conference, to be held
April 9-11, 2014, will feature a keynote address by
Austan Goolsbee, a University of Chicago economist who has chaired the
Council of Economic Advisers in the Obama administration.
Besides Goolsbee, the

Center has secured the
appearance of Douglas
Holtz-Eakin, who directed
the Congressional Budget
Office for two years during
the presidency of George
W. Bush and served as
Senator John McCain’s top
economic policy adviser
during his 2008 presidential campaign.
Tom Karako, assistant
professor of political science, has directed CSAD
since 2011, and believes
these two men are uniquely qualified to discuss the
subject at hand because,
in both cases, their work

and experience “straddles
the world of economics
and politics.” He also confirmed that the Center continues to seek additional
speakers to add to the lineup.
Karako
emphasized
that although a cohort of
speakers with impressive
credentials is one goal
of the event, it is not the
only goal. “The purpose
of these conferences,” he
said, “is part and parcel
with the purpose of the
Center, which is to foster
thoughtful and civil conversation about the big is-

sues of the day.”
The
conference
is
still in the early stages of
planning, so there is relatively little information
now about the schedule of
events.
However,
reflecting
on the 2012 conference,
which focused on the role
of the United States in promoting democracy abroad,
Karako said, “we had ambassadors, we had prominent national journalists,
and we had … think tank
and opinion leaders from
Washington, D.C. and
around the country.”

Given the wide range
of experts who were present at the 2012 gathering,
it would not be surprising
to see a similarly diverse
group of guests this spring.
Karako sees these
CSAD-hosted events as
opportunities to engage
the entire student body on
issues of political awareness, and he hopes to promote “a sustained threeday conversation about
this big question.” He also
believes that the topic selected for this year is one
which has been developing
steadily in national politics

for several years and will
continue to be relevant for
at least the next decade.
The mid-April date of
the conference may seem
far away at this stage of
the school year, but Karako indicates that it is not
too early to start thinking
about its focus.
He believes that now is
a good time for students
“to begin thinking about
just how the politics of inequality figure into their
classes and into the political discourse that they
already have on a weekly
basis.”
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This weekend, the a cappella newbies —
 the colloquial term for new members — will take the stage for the
first time to showcase their talents at the annual Family Weekend Cabaret concert.

Top: Jake Smith ’16 practices his solo with the Kokosingers, Kenyon’s oldest all-male a cappella group, in Rosse Hall. Above left: Kenyon’s all-female contemporary a cappella
group, the Owl Creeks, rehearse in the Crozier Center for Women. Above right: The jazz a cappella group, Take 5, sways and doo wops during its practice in Waite Recital Hall.

It’s not easy being an a cappella newbie.
First, the grueling audition
process. Then, to learn every arrangement, every coordinated
dance move, every traditional
closer.
This weekend, that knowledge
will be tested for the first time,
when all nine a cappella groups
perform in this year’s Family
Weekend Cabaret.
Their journey to the Rosse
Hall stage started in September
at auditions. Would-be newbies
warmed up with the group they
were trying out for and had their
vocal range tested. Then, these
singers performed their prepared
song in front of upperclassmen
judges.
Positioning yourself in front
of a group of upperclassmen who
are judging your voice can be
quite daunting, according to new
members of the groups. Kendal Theroux ’17, a member of the
newly co-ed a cappella group the
Ransom Notes, described the

audition as “really nerve-wracking because you could tell that
they were really cool … they are
all upperclassmen, and some of
them are good looking, too.”
For some a cappella newbies,
the audition process proved to be
a little less intimidating.
“I just really enjoy the adrenaline rush that comes from [singing], whether that be during the
audition process or during an actual performance,” said Deborah
Malamud ’17, a new member of
the Chasers.
First-year student Evan Rasch
is a member of the all-male a cappella group the Kokosingers. He
expressed some anxieties about
their first concert this week. “I
am quite nervous for performing
in front of however many people
… I feel that singing is such a
personal thing. You have to perform from your heart,” he said.
Gracie Potter ’17, a member
of Take 5, said, “I’m also afraid
of having my passion shut down,
but it always ends up well.”

Many students come to Kenyon hoping to join a specific a
cappella group. Maggie Griffin
’17 said the Cornerstones, Kenyon’s Christian a cappella group,
“was actually one of the reasons
[she] wanted to come to Kenyon.”
Whether they get nervous in
front of a crowd of judges or not,
all newbies “just try to do the
song justice” and strive “to make
the song sound as good as possible,” Malamud said.
Leland Holcomb ’14, a veteran a cappella singer and member of the Ransom Notes, finds
it helpful to move around and
dance while singing. “For me,
it is scarier if you sing and don’t
move … when you add choreography, it makes it a lot easier. It
makes you focused on something
else too.”
Likewise, some singers try to
use their nerves for the benefit of
their performance.
“You have to let whatever nervous energy you have come and
[channel your energy] into the

music positively rather than having a panic attack,” Rasch said.
“When you panic, you become
really tense and tight; you need
to become relaxed to sing.”
Having practiced a cappella
in high school, most of the first
years who join know exactly what
they are getting themselves into.
A cappella is a major time commitment, and all the different
groups have similar schedules
that are equally intense and timeconsuming.
“[The Chasers] practice Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 10:15 p.m. - 11:15 p.m. and
then again on Sundays for two
hours,” Malamud said. “I am
kind of a night-owl, so it works
with my schedule and I feel like
I am very productive at that time
of day.”
Likewise, Rasch describes
the Kokosingers’ rehearsals as
intense. “When [we] get in the
room during rehearsal, [we] take
it really seriously, which I think is
a good thing,” he said. “We have

a one-hour window to learn a lot
of music … it is really about being efficient and staying on top of
things.”
The Ransom Notes uses choreography during their performances. They also have full
rehearsals twice a week and
sectionals on other nights of
the week. It is during this time
that the sopranos, altos, tenors
and basses practice individually.
While the Ransom Notes would
not disclose their exact song
choices before the concert, they
do “promise to entertain.”
In addition to the Cabaret,
the Kokosingers are scheduled to
perform a separate concert this
Friday, Oct. 18 at 7 p.m. in Rosse
Hall.
“[The Kokes will] be singing
13 brand new arrangements that
[we] wrote, learned and memorized over the past five weeks,”
member Taylor Hartwell ’14 said.
The Cabaret will take place
on Saturday, Oct. 19 at 5 p.m. in
Rosse Hall.
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OPINIONS
EDITORS: REBECCA DANN and
HENRI GENDREAU

EDITORIAL

Close shaves are
easily preventable
“What’s the difference between a Kenyon student and a squirrel?” goes a popular faculty joke.
“A squirrel gets out of the way.”
For the past few weeks, Campus Safety has
reported several incidents of bicycle-car collisions.
Luckily, these recent incidents have not resulted in
serious injury or significant damage. But with the
sheer number of unhelmeted bicyclists, earbudwearing pedestrians and distracted drivers in the
Village, disaster could be just around the corner.
Walkers and bikers should always remember
to be alert, to use crosswalks and to look both
ways before crossing any street. Basically, do what
you learned in kindergarten. Likewise, drivers
should use caution and adhere to the Village’s 25
mph speed limit, if not slower. This advice is doubly important at nighttime, where bikers should
have lights or sport reflective material.
Even at the Village Council’s meeting on
Monday, Oct. 7, councilmembers informally
brought up the topic of the dangers of irresponsible biking. “In the past two weeks I’ve seen two
kids on bikes just about get killed,” Clerk/Treasurer Mary Samuell said. Councilwoman Kachen
Kimmel recommended people keep in mind “riding your vehicles responsibly and remembering
that other people live in this town in addition to
students, and bikes have to obey the traffic laws.”

’Tis the season for
an innoculation

Most people know that getting a flu shot
can save them from a week of missed class
and misery holed up in bed. But getting vaccinated can also help keep your fellow students and community members healthy. The
more people in a population who are vaccinated, the fewer chances the influenza virus
has to spread.
Until their supply is exhausted, shots will
be available at the College Health Center for
$15, payable by cash, check or by charge to
your student account. Alternatively, vaccines
are available at local pharmacies, including
Walmart, CVS, Rite Aid and Kroger, for between $25 and $35.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that everyone six months
and older receive an annual vaccination. There
are rare exceptions to this rule, the details of
which are available at the Health Center or
CDC.gov. To save yourself and others from
significant suffering later in the semester, get
vaccinated today.

The Collegian welcomes your opinions. Please
submit letters to the editor at
kenyoncollegian@gmail.com.
FOLLOW US
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Kenyon could do more to promote service
To the Editors:
“Their help is invaluable!
It is difficult for one teacher to meet all of the variety
of needs in the classroom
by themselves,” said Mrs.
Grandstaff, a math teacher at
Wiggin Street Elementary,
but “with the aid of volunteers, it becomes more manageable.”
People in Knox County
appreciate our help and we
can learn from them. Some
folks will experience this on
Saturday, at the annual Day
of Service, working with
Mount Vernon Community Gardens, the Hospice of
Knox County, Equine Assisted Therapy, the Salvation
Army, Head Start, Parish
House, or the Church of the
Holy Spirit. Places like Wiggin Street Elementary, Land
Lords and the Knox County women’s shelter, require

need help all the time. Kenyon’s monastic feel makes it
easy to learn, but also easy
to miss these opportunities.
We should change that. We
should take real steps to encourage more community
service.
We have lots of options.
Kenyon could make community service, maybe 6 hours
per year, necessary for graduation. We could pick up a
form at the registrar, have an
organizer sign it and return
it. If the class of 2017 met a
three-hour semester requirement, they’d complete 11,736
hours before graduation. We
could award extra housinglottery points to students
who meet a similar threshold.
Did you know we have a
Day of Service? I didn’t. We
could make certain days of
service required, get profes-
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sors to come along and make
it a goofy tradition. Do you
know where to look for opportunities? We should consolidate the mess of emails
and flyers to a dedicated wall
in Peirce. These are not foreign ideas; many of our high
schools expected and encouraged us to volunteer. The
point is to get everyone out
the door.
When the administration
moved to outsource maintenance, we talked about solidarity with the broader community; similar language
appears in our admissions
pamphlets. This is our moment to show we mean what
we say. It’s a chance to heal
the cultural rift between
ourselves and our neighbors, and help us understand
one another. We can build
new communal ties, while
strengthening those forged

before us. We can create a
real community.
This is a chance to meet
folks a little different from
ourselves and learn about
the wider world, to burst the
Kenyon bubble. Working
with fifth graders at Wiggin
Street is the best part of my
week. I learn about scientific
notation through barn-painting analogies. Kids’ furrowed
brows break into smiles after
a tough multiplication problem. We bust myths like “girls
can’t do math.” I leave feeling
good, and they laugh at my
bad jokes. There’s something
like this for all of us.
Few colleges require community service; this is a
chance to lead by example,
and encourage other schools
to follow suit. We’ll all be
better for it.
Pete Rodrigue ’14

Advertising and Subscriptions
Advertisers should contact the Collegian’s Business Managers via email at kenyoncollegian@gmail.com for current
rates and further information. All materials should be sent to Business Manager, The Kenyon Collegian, P.O. Box 832,
Gambier, OH 43022.
Yearly subscriptions to The Kenyon Collegian are available for $50. Checks should be made payable to The Kenyon
Collegian and directed to the Editors-in-Chief.
Office: Room 314 Peirce Tower
Mailing address: The Kenyon Collegian, Student Activities Center, Gambier, OH 43022.
Business address: P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH, 43022.
E-mail address: kenyoncollegian@gmail.com
Phone Number: (740) 625-1675.
The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the
world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writer. Columns and letters to the editors do
not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the commuity are welcome to express opinions through
a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200
words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints
as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board
reserve the right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of
Kenyon College.

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, OCT. 17 | KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM

Pitiful dorm room lighting
has no solution in sight
JONATHAN SUN
CONTRIBUTOR

I don’t really want to
lodge a complaint about
the lights at Kenyon; it
seems trite. But, after serving four terms in the concrete walls of McBride, and
now starting my fifth in
Caples, where odd opaque
little plastic boxes on the
ceiling jail what little light
there is to turn on when
the sun sets, student number S212256 thinks Kenyon
can do better.
Student solutions, thus
far, have proven inadequate.
The four lamps that I have
brought in provide only
reading light, which is a soft
sleepy hue that sends sinister messages to hardworking late-night students,
prompting a retreat to the
wake-up white lights of the
library. Do not attempt to
fix a set of standard Philips
LED lights to one of those
multi-bulbed floral lamps
you buy from the annual
start-of-the-year rummage
sale. Having a miniature
star system in the corner of
your room is blinding.
Hopefully only Caples,
Mather and McBride have
these challenges. Spend any
extended period, possibly a
few weeks, in a room there
and you begin to appreciate good lighting. It starts
out mild and observational;
think: “The lounge in Watson is great for reading, but
the built-in ceiling lights in

“

When I’ve reached the point of no
return, I think, on a particularly dark
night, that Graham Gund is some sort of
evil djinn that’s stolen most of the white
light on campus to power the Kenyon Athletic Center. ... The first thing you should
shout is, ‘Beam me up, Graham!’”
the North Campus Apartments are miracles. The
lights in Peirce, Lentz and
the buildings of the Science
Quad are all excellent for
late-night work.”
Then it gets furtive: On
Middle Path, the weak orange phosphorescence of
the lamps accomplishes the
simultaneous feat of providing light and no light at the
same time. At night, looking
outside Caples’ ninth floor
windows, I have to concede
that the little Amish hat
lights that dot the NCAs
provide some semblance of
suburban night lighting.
When I’ve reached the
point of no return, I think,
on a particularly dark night,
that Graham Gund is some
sort of evil djinn that’s stolen most of the white light
on campus to power the
Kenyon Athletic Center.
For example, studding the
ground outside it are these
inexplicable circles, which
fire beams of light straight
upward, presumably to
blind pilots or act as an alien
landing pad, offering little
illumination for the earthbound. Stand on one, and

the first thing you should
shout is, “Beam me up, Graham!”
At some point, Stockholm syndrome sets in
and you learn to deal with
the lights. During fall, the
last of the faux ladybugs of
summer crawl all over the
plasticine box of light and
buzz stupidly, and you fall
asleep counting them. The
weather gets colder, and sitting next to your miniature
sun of a lamp with a cup of
tea you think, “It could be
worse,” and resist the urge
to Google “dorm lighting
complaints.” Soon, friendly
LED lights will decorate
trees along Middle Path.
This is madness. When
someone is forced to wax
poetic about the lighting
in his or her dorm room, it
should suggest that something must be done. In
Mather, McBride and Caples we can start by removing those sickly ceiling boxes covering the light.
Jonathan Sun ’16, of
Watchung, N.J. is a prospective English and Biology major. His email is
sunj@kenyon.edu.
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REPORT CARD

Dear Ethical Minds,
My parents are coming to Kenyon for Family Weekend and I’m
afraid they’re going to ask me how school is going. The truth is, my
grades haven’t been so hot. I don’t want to tell them, but they’re
paying my tuition. Do I have to divulge this information to them?
			
Signed,
				
Frightened First Year
Dear Frightened First Year,
Reading Days have receded into the distant past, the much-anticipated
fall colors have arrived in Gambier, and with them has come everyone’s favorite time of year: Family Weekend. As parents, grandparents and younger
siblings pour onto our f ine hilltop, you may f ind yourself confronted with
some harrowing conversations like the one anticipated by Frightened First
Year. So, what to do if your parents press you for grade information and the
news isn’t so great? Or, for that matter, should they even be asking you?
Here’s the deal: If your parents are paying for your education, they have
a right to know what their money is doing. Just like you get semi-annual
reports when you invest with a stock broker, your parents are justif ied in
getting a semesterly report on your schoolwork. Education, in many ways,
is like a high-yield investment — expensive and risky, but hopefully generating high returns. (Prestige! A rewarding career! A purple T-shirt for every day of the week!) If they’re paying your tuition, your parents should be
able to decide whether or not to continue investing in your education with
access to all of the relevant information.
That said, asking for grades at the end of a semester is one thing; asking
you to report back on every essay, test and oral exam is another. By sending you to Kenyon, your parents have made a show of good faith. They
think you’re responsible enough to attend a residential college, can hack the
academics and — presumably — want you to have a good time while still
succeeding in your classes. Just as you should be honest with them about
the return on their investment, they should trust you enough not to hover.
Family Weekend is a perfect time to give them a gentle reminder of just
how responsible, mature and capable of taking care of yourself you are; it
helps if you put away your clothes neatly before they arrive, clean the remains of Easy-Mac off the top of your desk and spread a few pages of notes
across it as evidence of your commitment to your studies. When the subject comes up, give them an honest progress report and be prepared for full
disclosure of f inal grades at the end of the semester. Then distract them
with some Kenyon ghost stories and Amish jam. Chances are, they’re more
interested photo ops in front of Old Kenyon than your most recent problem
set grade, any way.
McKinley Sherrod ’14 and Lizzie Thoreson-Green ’14 accept ethical dilemmas
posed by the campus. Submit your queries to kenyoncollegian@gmail.com

THINGS WE CAN’T DO

This year’s largest art exhibit goes unnoticed by campus
MATTHEW ELEY
CONTRIBUTOR

It might please you to
know that Kenyon has
been host to a unique
group of artists this semester.
They specialize in
massive pieces, usually invoking many motifs and mediums, and
permeating their works
with daring utility; like
the true vanguard, their
preference is anonymity
and we oblige, often referring to them as “construction workers” and
the like as we complain
of their noise. Still, it is
hard to ignore their work
in progress as it comes
into being off of Scott
Lane.
As I watch the jobsite, I find these men to
be as adept as composers, as bold as artists.
While most are content
with thought and words,
they put beam atop con-

“

The folks who grow our meals, who
construct our buildings and maintain our
grounds are not lesser folk to be instructed
or a guileless bunch to be thought of as
quaint as hobbits, but as equals and, all
the better, individuals with more to offer
than ourselves.”

crete and proudly call it
a building, which is more
than I can say.
I have spent nearly
three years in academia,
and also a fair amount of
time as a construction laborer much like the men
on Scott Lane. I have dug
out a cellar room with
a mattock and a bucket,
reinforced a stone foundation, framed a house,
fireproofed said framing
and laid down its f loors.
I have mixed more concrete than I care to remember and refurbished
an entire house’s worth
of ancient siding. And
in the process, I became

familiar with a wise, virtuous class of people who
exist outside of academia
and do not need it.
These two worlds of
mine do not think highly of each other, and I
have grown to suspect
only one has good reason for distrust. I will always recall once watching Amish men working
with cheerful vigor in the
snow and withering cold,
the temperature maintaining a stoic presence
in the negatives, while
collegiate associates of
mine complained online
of a cold walk to classes.
It seems to me that

the designation “working
class” carries an intrinsic value not intended for
whom it refers, but for
whom it does not. We
are fond of the rest of the
world, here in academia;
but with occasional and
disagreeable
smugness
do we refer to “them”
as the working class or
the blue-collar types, as
though they are a group
who could certainly use
our assistance. I do not
mean to disdain academia; I am only saying
that if both groups decided to deny each other
its friendship, it is academia that would be in
a fix.
In the classroom there
is much discussion of
“the working class,” and
when we speak in positive terms of them it is
usually a pseudo-elevation of the blue-collar
as a noble but simple
man, lacking our cogita-

tions. A great deal of this
misses the mark, and I
think it is because we do
not know the look of the
bullseye.
It is rare to f ind academics who think there
is something we might
learn from the world and
its commonly wise habitants living solidly in the
world we only speculate
about.
The folks who grow
our meals, who construct our buildings and
maintain our grounds
are not lesser folk to be
instructed or a guileless
bunch to be thought of
as quaint as hobbits, but
as equals and, all the
better, individuals with
more to offer than ourselves.
Perhaps we ought to
think of the ivory towers
as more ivory basements
which we enter only to
better understand and
realize the light of the

wide world beyond and
above.
Better than complaining of the construction
noise rousing you from
slumber would be to see
it as a product of men as
learned as our professors.
It is they who can create
a solid, unyielding structure in which we may casually discuss how nothing is lasting or real.
While we academics
only think of forging,
and what it means to
forge, and perhaps how
to better forge, there are
men out there who actually stand ready at their
respective anvils and
forge things into existence. And if ivory towers belong to any group
of people, I would daresay it is to them.
Matthew Eley ’15, of
Howard, Ohio, is an English major with an IPHS
concentration. His email address is eleym@kenyon.edu.

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN | THURSDAY, OCT. 17 | KENYONCOLLEGIAN.COM

10

In neglecting the past, College is on dangerous path
HENRI GENDREAU
OPINIONS EDITOR

Something was lost in
the Village of Gambier on
Wednesday, Oct. 9.
On this day, the College
demolished the home on
North Acland Street, most
of which dated back to the
1830s and 1880s, that many
students knew as the former
Craft Center, and which
some community members
remembered as the Ransom
house — the home in which
famed literary critic John
Crowe Ransom lived from
1945 until 1958.
This alone is a travesty, but
upon returning to Kenyon in
August, I have picked up on
a very dangerous vibe that
could have dire consequences
for the future of the college
community.
This past summer the
College destroyed the former Hillel House, print shop
and garages to make way for
a new, $1.7 million two-story
Health Center, designed by
Graham Gund ’63, and a new
state-of-the-art Hillel House.
The College also razed
homes on Meadow Lane,
and, last Wednesday, it demolished the former home
of a preeminent scholar. Yet,
there are no plans to build
anything on either site.
Paralleling this destruction, last summer saw the
proliferation of North Campus Apartments (NCAs),
another Gund project, which
sprouted up as if they were
dropped by a passing alien
spacecraft. And we can currently see the construction of
the new Health Center on
Scott Lane slowly encroaching upon downtown Gambier.
I am beginning to sense,
now more than ever, that
the College is ascribing to a
sort of “Party-of-Now” philosophy, a concerted effort to
make true the old adage “out

with the old, in with the new”
— a disinclination to take the
time to restore historic homes
when it is easier to tear them
down.
I recognize that there are
two issues at hand here. One
is of aesthetics, the other of
preservation, but the latter
is very much tied up in the
first. There is nothing ugly
per se about the NCAs. I
could name many buildings
that shouldn’t have been built
based on this sentiment —
Olin, Mather, McBride, Caples, Gund Commons (which
themselves wiped out a swath
of historic homes).
So it is not so much that
these new buildings mar the
beauty of the campus, but
that they attempt to replace
the past, which worries me,
and which I find wholly unsettling. It is eerie to walk up
the stone path to the NCAs,
glance left, right and see all
around identical, white, Stepford-esque homes. This, I
think to myself, is not Gambier. This could be Anywhere,
U.S.A.
In the past year alone,
I cannot help but feel that
the Village of Gambier and
Kenyon College are being
overrun by WASPy, fauxold buildings that aim to
turn this Ohio college town
“quaint” again. This is not
what Kenyon is. While these
new buildings try to replicate
the past in their clapboard-
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The Craft Center was demolished Wednesday, Oct. 9, the home where John Crowe Ransom (inset) lived from 1945 until 1958.
style,
white-picket-fence
perfection, what marks this
community, like others, from
Anywhere, U.S.A. is its history. These houses can never
replace the stories left behind
in the Wiggin Street Coffee building, or the Office of
Public Affairs house, or, alas,
the Ransom house. When
every old building is replaced
with a sleeker copycat, it lends
nothing to the character of
the community.
Some might decry me
here as a reactionary, one
who would have preferred to
live in the Gambier days of
wooden sidewalks and rows
of fine examples of 19th century American architecture.
And yet, I think Farr
Hall — which, when it was
built in 1966, caused an uproar — has come to fit nicely
into the Gambier landscape,
and the history that has accumulated with its varied
uses have contributed to what
the town is today. Perhaps

these new buildings — the
NCAs, Health Center, Hillel House and the like — will
contribute their own sense of
history. Perhaps when I return to campus in 20, 30, 50
years, they will have grown
to define Gambier in a new
way. Perhaps. I am not sure
I would want to return if the
Kenyon of today fulfills the
preppy, nouveau-American
Utilitarian trajectory it seems
to be on.
If the College continues
in this vein, and if we let it,
in this Party-of-Now mindset — that what is old is decrepit and should be forgotten, that what is history can
be destroyed, that what is an
integral part of the community can be replaced by a newer,
better, copycat — we will lose
a vital part of ourselves.
I would recommend the
community write to the administration, except that my
eleventh-hour appeal for the
preservation of the Ransom

house hand-delivered to President Decatur’s office received
no reply, which is all I wanted
or expected anyway. I suppose demonstration would
be the next step, but I doubt
many would be inclined to
protest for the sake of “some
old building.”
I very much fear for the future of this community. I fear
for those parts of Kenyon that
are more “real,” those parts
that might not be included
in the nouveau “quaintness”
the College is trying to create. I fear for Campus Auto, I
fear for the blue Allen House
at 214 North Acland Street,
next to the NCAs. I fear for
the old Health Center, Sparrow House.
For when we neglect the
history of where we study, or
live, or play, or work, we lose
any sense of why we should be
here in the first place. When
I interviewed Associate Professor of Philosophy Juan De
Pascuale last year about the

proposed demolition of the
Ransom house, he summed
up my point here most exactly. I originally included his
thoughts at the end of a news
article for this paper about the
fate of the Ransom House,
but the editors thought it was
too irrelevant. Here, however,
I can think of no better way to
conclude than to quote these
very appropriate, and very
true, words.
“We’re living in a world
which is tragically fluid —
very trenchant,” De Pascuale
said. “Shopping malls go up,
and then 15 years later they
disappear. Northland Mall,
when I came here in 1984,
was the mall in Columbus.
And now it’s a wasteland.
There’s nothing there. They’ve
closed it down. As a result of
that, it’s hard to find a sense
of place in the modern world.
And where there’s no sense
of place, there’s no meaning,
it seems to me. The feeling of
meaninglessness is pervasive.”

What frustrates me is the lack of a good
solution. It’s absurd that my friend’s single costs
the same as mine, or that New Apts and NCAs
cost the same, but moving to a payment model
where you pay for the exact size of your room
seems equally absurd.”

that were twice the size of a
New Apt living room. Plus,
New Apts generally have
more pest problems, and
are further removed from
the main campus, out in the
Lost Woods. But they’re
both “apartment” priced,
so a one-floor New Apt and
a three-story NCA? Same
cost.
What frustrates me is
the lack of a good solution.
It’s absurd that my friend’s
single costs the same as
mine, or that New Apts and
NCAs cost the same, but
moving to a payment model
where you pay for the exact size of your room seems
equally absurd.
If you pay by square

foot, what about window
size? Does room shape
change the cost? Is four to
a kitchen worth more than
two to a kitchenette, and by
how much? How much are
thicker walls worth? How
about the window’s view?
Not to mention that an exact pay model would lead to
arguments and haggling.
I recently heard that
Student Council will soon
meet to discuss moving to a
flat rate for rooms, the other
possible solution. A freshman in a triple, though,
may not be happy thinking
their dorm fees were helping to pay for someone else’s
apartment. The average
room price wouldn’t likely

go down with a flat rate, either, and if it went up, people would be furious.
I’d like to say that Kenyon should move to some
fairer pricing model, but it’s
a lot of work, it could easily lead to arbitrary pricing and likely many people
will be unhappy with the
new model, just as people
are unhappy now. I might
have a bad philosophy, but
if it would take a lot of work
to create possibly no more
fairness than we have now,
to me, it’s probably not
worth it.
Derek Dashiell ’16 is a
prospective English major. You can contact him at
dashielld@kenyon.edu.

A fairer housing solution could result in more problems
DERICK DASHIELL
CONTRIBUTOR

My friend and I both
have singles in Caples, but
his is smaller. His thoughts?
“It’s unfair. It’s totally unfair.”
I have to agree, but unfortunately, I also have to
shrug.
Kenyon room prices depend on the room being a
single, double or triple, and
whether that room is in a
dorm or apartment. Essentially, you pay within a
range of room sizes, or for
perks like kitchens. This
causes problems.
In the remaining floor
space of my friend’s room,
after the dresser, desk,

“

shelves, bed and closet,
there’s enough room for
people to stand next to the
bed, but that’s about it.
My room? With the
same furniture plus some, I
can fit a record-player cabinet next to my bed and still
have room for four to six
people to sit in chairs facing each other. Earlier this
year, I found that two could
comfortably do yoga in my

room (it’s a long story).
And then there’s the
more extreme example of
the New Apartments versus
the North Campus Apartments (NCAs). NCAs have
kitchens; some New Apts
have only kitchenettes.
NCAs have two and a half
bathrooms for four people;
some New Apts have one
for four. I’ve been in NCA
doubles — bedrooms —
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@graciep0tter My
Netflix viewing
history. I’ve been
through three seasons
of Breaking Bad in
four days. #whoops

Family Weekend is approaching. What do you have to remember
to hide before they arrive?

@WillQuam Fox Hole
receipts. Why in God’s
name did i keep the
receipts??

@MiaPageBarnett All evidence of my roommate’s
questionable life choices.
Like her pet ghost.

Leather goods on the Square bring Wild West to Ohio
CLAIRE NAUGHTON
STAFF WRITER

Take a walk down Middle
Path and there is one material
that is everywhere. No, it’s not
gravel — it’s leather. Leather
backpacks, leather jackets, leather purses, leather boots; all are
Kenyon fashion staples. Leather
lovers at Kenyon will be happy to
learn they don’t have to go all the
way to Columbus for this fashion
find. They can venture to Down
Home Leather, a store in Mount
Vernon specializing in “clean,
straight-forward and functional
leather” goods.
The fresh aroma of soft leather
and cool, dim lighting welcomes
me as I walk into Down Home
Leather at 9 Main Street in
Mount Vernon. From behind the
register, co-Owner Carol Wagoner greets me politely and tells
me her mother will arrive shortly.
Taking the opportunity to
browse the shop, I drift amongst
the wide assortment of leather
products, which includes everything from large over-the-shoulder bags to wallets, belts, backpacks and hair clips. A customer
favorite is a leather mouse keychain that has a zipped pouch.
If crafting is more your thing,
Down Home Leather also offers
large quantities of leather scraps
that average three dollars per
bag. Each good is tagged with

CLAIRE NAUGHTON | COLLEGIAN

Daughter-mother duo Carol Wagoner and Laurel Wagoner showcase some leather bags at Down Home Leather.
a simple, round price sticker, and
every table, rack and wall is organized to amplify the homey atmosphere. Behind a workstation
at the back of the store, numerous small birds chirp from cages
that have been integrated into the
interior design in such a way so
as to enhance the modest, earthy
aura of the space.
Co-owner Laurel Wagoner,
an elderly woman with a kind
face, greets me softly and ush-

ers me onto a stool next to the
counter. As we begin chatting, I learn that Down Home
Leather is more than just a local
boutique: it’s a family business
passed down through generations of Wagoners. E. Wagoner,
a saddle-maker from the 1880’s
whose saddles may still be found
in service today, was the original leather worker in the family.
Today, Laurel Wagoner and her
husband Duke Wagoner are the

sixth generation to work with
leather.
Born and raised in Mount
Vernon, Wagoner said she and
her husband, also a native of
Mount Vernon, decided to open
their own leather shop in 1969
to continue the family legacy.
Together with their three children and other family members,
the business produces entirely
handmade, hand-tooled leather
goods. With such a deep-rooted

establishment, it’s unsurprising
that their goods have come to be
known as “Down Home Classics.”
“It’s pretty nice,” Wagoner
said. “[My family is] always there
when I need help, and [I work]
mostly as a saleswoman. We’ve
been situated here for 44 years
now, and it’s been wonderful.”
With Laurel Wagoner taking point as saleswoman upstairs,
the seven rooms downstairs provide ample space to process the
roughly 70 orders a month Down
Home receives.
“All of our leather comes locally, and we make our goods
right downstairs,” Laurel Wagoner said. “It’s mostly cows, but
some pig hide, too. We do custom items, leather repair work
and also participate in fine art
and craft shows to build up our
customer base. All of our customers are wonderful.”
Carol Wagoner emphasized
the intimacy of working with her
family on a daily basis. “The family environment is nice,” she said.
Located right on the Public
Square in downtown Mount Vernon, Down Home Leather offers
Kenyon students both the opportunity to peruse and fashionably
profit from a family business specifically designed to cater to the
community. It is open Monday to
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Student workers clock in hours at the Gambier Grill

JULIA WALDOW
STAFF WRITER

A tall, brown, wooden counter
separates Brandon January ’15 from
his peers on Wednesday and Saturday nights. From 11 p.m. to 3 a.m.,
January, who plays running back for
the Lords, is no longer a student, unlike a majority of the customers sitting across from him. He is a Gambier Grill employee, and he must toe
the line between being a friend and a
respectable bartender while he pours
drinks, cleans glasses and takes orders.
“It’s pretty hectic, especially when
people know your name,” January
said. “It’s really hard saying, ‘Hold
on one second.’ When people ask
for drinks free, it’s tough to say that I
can’t do that, even though they’re my
friends.”
January started working at the
Gambier Grill, colloquially known as
the Cove, as a DJ during winter break
of his first year.
He is one of three Kenyon students whom Gambier’s diviest bar
currently employs, along with Cass
Dempwolf ’14 and Fletcher Franklin
’14.
“Sometimes there are small variable shifts for a few hours, like when
it’s busy at the bar, and it’s kind of
hard to find people who will work

“

Sometimes, people try to
grab drinks or grab bottles.
Usually, I … give them two
chances to stop, and after the
third, I decide to throw them
out.”

Brandon January ’15

that locally,” Manager Andy Durbin
said. “It’s worked out that students
will pick up a small shift for extra
money to spend.”
Durbin explained that Kenyon
students rarely work during the same
shifts as each other. However, students sometimes work outside of their
normal time slots when needed.
“There have been times when
somebody has filled in to … check
IDs [at the door] or work at the
bar. Not regularly, but on occasion,”
Durbin said.
The students, who work on both
weekdays and weekends, find that
the Cove’s atmosphere is different depending on the day of the week.
“During the weekdays, it’s a lot
calmer,” January said, who works on
Saturdays during the football season
and two or three nights a week during
the winter and spring. “There aren’t as
many people, so it’s less chaotic.”
But on the weekends the atmo-

sphere becomes more hectic, when a
larger number of people use the food
delivery service and imbibe greater
amounts of alcohol.
“Sometimes, people try to grab
drinks or grab bottles,” January said.
“Usually, I … give them two chances
to stop, and after the third, I decide
to throw them out. Usually, it’s people
who are trying to get behind the bar
or use the Coke gun or grab bottles
or the little mixers [and who are] just
being completely belligerent.”
Franklin, who has worked as a
bartender and a bouncer since the
beginning of the semester, has also
experienced dealing with troublesome customers while upholding the
Cove’s reputation as a respectable
business.
“People think that just because
they know your name or they met
you once, you’re going to let them in
without an ID,” Franklin, who lives
above the Cove, said. “They don’t
really realize that if something happened, [the employee, customer and
the Cove are] … liable.”
Durbin estimates that about 15
to 20 people are turned away on a
busy night for failure to show ID or
tell their address. A larger number of
people were prevented from entering the Cove during the first couple
weeks of the semester, he said.

JULIA WALDOW | COLLEGIAN

Student employee Cass Dempwolf ’14 working at the Cove on a slow, weekday night.
The Cove employees do not fall
victim to the tricks of some students
who try to get into the Cove without a proper ID. “You see the same
[fake] ID twice,” Franklin said. “But
you don’t let it in. You just take it. We
have quite a collection of them.”
Despite any challenges Kenyon
students may face on the job, student employees such as January and
Franklin find working at the Cove
is beneficial to their work ethic, patience and skill set.
“It really makes you manage your

time,” January said. “Even though in
theory I wouldn’t be doing homework
at 11 at night on a Saturday … I won’t
get home until 3 in the morning and
if I plan on doing homework on Sunday, then I really have to manage my
hours. And playing football is another thing too. Just trying to juggle all
of that is pretty difficult, but I definitely would say that I have a greater
appreciation for people that are working and trying to [maintain] grades.
It just shows you that working a job
isn’t easy.”
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South Africa
JANIE SIMONTON
CONTRIBUTOR

It was a cold, gray afternoon this past March
when I knocked on the
door of writer-in-residence P.F. Kluge’s off ice to request a teacher
recommendation for my
study abroad program.
He agreed, but scoffed as
he wished me fun on my
“ junior year vacation.”
A few months later
I was off, spending the
fall in Cape Town, South
Africa, studying multiculturalism and human
rights. Professor Kluge’s
words echoed in my head
when I stepped off the
plane in Cape Town six
weeks ago.
It was nearly sunset,
so the whole city was
awash in an orange glow,
and as we drove into the
city in a minibus, blasting music from the radio
and ogling the magnitude of Table Mountain,
I could hardly believe
I was actually here to
study, and not just to
spend the semester playing and enjoying the
manifold natural beauties and tourist attractions.
Despite the ads I see
every where for wine
tours and shark diving,

the strictness of my
schedule
frequently
reminds me of my serious intent.
I wake up every
morning at 6 a.m., board
my bus at 7 a.m., arrive to the gym by 7:40
a.m., work out, settle in
class by 9 a.m., break
for lunch at 12:30 p.m
— during which I thoroughly appreciate the
abundance of avocados
here — return to school
by 2 p.m., go home at
5:30 p.m., arrive home
— in Langa Township,
an all-black area of Cape
Town — by 6 p.m. and
spend the better part of
the evening either doing
homework, playing cards
with my 11-year-old sisi
or watching Generations,
South Africa’s favorite soap opera, with my
family.
Most of my classes
are various seminars
dealing with topics of
multiculturalism
and
human rights, which I
feel Kenyon prepared me
for well.
My only non-seminar
class is the Xhosa language, which involves
frequent tongue clicks.
The clicks are much
harder to pick up on
than I expected, but I’m
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Janie Simonton ’15 pets an elephant on a game reserve in South Africa, where she is studying multiculturalism and human rights.
having a lot of fun learning. Part of the School
of International Training’s (SIT) approach to
study is “experiential
learning,” which means
I spend a fair portion
of class time on f ield
trips to museums, local
schools, non-prof it organizations and more.
Once, we were just
dropped off in the city
with a task to complete
as a way to familiarize
ourselves with the city.
My group got pretty
lost, but I really know my
way around the museum
district now.

Senior Class Total:

15

Part
of
the
“experiential learning”
process
requires
spending lots of time
in our neighborhood
with the people who live
there.
So, I spent my f irst
Thursday
in
Langa
watching an African
prophet prepare to perform miracles. A friend
in my program’s host
mama — a very religious woman — decided
my friend’s relationship
needed to be prayed for,
so she collected pictures
of my friend and her boyfriend, and brought us

Junior Class Total:

to a cafeteria-like room
packed with people.
The other attendees had brought tokens
as well — photos, bank
statements, jewelry and
anything else they decided represented what
they needed a miracle
for.
The tokens lined the
room, and as everyone
around us prayed frantically and loudly in
Xhosa, singing songs
and shouting to God,
the prophet walked the
aisleways of the room,
praying over everyone’s
tokens, wishing miracles

upon them. Word on the
street is that she hasn’t
fallen through on a miracle yet.
When
I’m
not
spending my free time
with miracle-performing
prophets,
I’ve
been
exploring Cape Town.
Spending time in a city
has taken some getting used to; the level of
crime makes me miss the
quiet safety of Gambier.
All in all, though, I’ve
had an incredible f irst
few weeks, and I can’t
wait to see what more I
learn as I get deeper into
the semester.

Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

17

11

17

Answer

Andrew Meek ’14

Jacob Pleasure ’15

Robin Belton ’16

Aaron Katzeman ’17

When is the inauguration
of Sean Decatur, the 19th
president of Kenyon.

Oct. 26, 2013

Oct. 26

No idea

Oct. 26

Oct. 26

Which country is hosting the
2014 FIFA World Cup?

Brazil

Brazil

Brazil

USA

Brazil

What is the heaviest
book used in a course
taught in Kenyon?

Janson’s History of Art
(8.2 pounds)

No idea

Janson’s History of Art

Janson’s History of Art

Janson’s History of Art

Which former Kenyon
commencement speaker
is the current Secretary of
State?

John Kerry

John Kerry

Nancy Pelosi

Hillary Clinton

John Kerry

3

2

2

Weekly Scores
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UPCOMING EVENTS
OCT. 17 | 6 P.M.

OCT. 19 | 2 P.M.

OCT. 19 |4 P.M.

dance class

concert

reading

OCT. 22 | 7 P.M.
reading

KENYONFIT PRESENTS:
WEST AFRICAN DANCE

SYMPHONIC WIND
ENSEMBLE CONCERT

KATIE HAFNER P’15,

MOTHER DAUGHTER ME

HIKA ARCHIVE
READING

KAC 237

ROSSE HALL

FINN HOUSE, CHEEVER ROOM

PEIRCE LOUNGE

KCDC’s Noises Off promises spinning set, slapstick plot
CLAIRE ROBERTSON
STAFF WRITER

“I try to get students to
attempt things that scare
them,” said Assistant Professor of Drama Ben Viccellio, the director of this
year’s Family Weekend
main stage show. With
his pick of Noises Off by
Michael Frayn, he’s clearly taking his own advice.
Not only is Noises Off
regarded as “the funniest play ever written,”
according to Production
Stage Manager Molly
McCleary ’14, but it also
may be one of the hardest
shows she’s ever worked
on. “This one is pretty crazy,” she said. “It’s
tough as an actor, a director and a stage manager.”
Some of the difficulty
stems from the farcical
nature of the show. Noises Off is about a traveling
group of actors who are
rehearsing and performing a play called Nothing
On. Over the course of
three acts, the audience
watches the runs of Nothing On slowly deteriorate
from both the onstage
and backstage perspective. Not only are the actors playing other actors,

CLAIRE ROBERTSON | COLLEGIAN

The cast of Noises Off, who play traveling actors, simultaneously act in a disasterous show-within-a-show entitled Nothing On.
they are also playing actors who are in turn playing characters — creating a real performance
challenge. “A lot of the
lines are similar with minor changes between the
different acts, so just one
word or a different prop
can throw you off,” said
Elliot Cromer ’15 who
plays Selesdon Mowbray
in Noises Off. “The second
act is especially difficult,
because you’re looking
at the backstage, but the
‘play’ [Nothing On], is going on on the ‘stage’ that

is actually backstage.”
And how does the audience see the backstage?
The entire set spins a full
180 degrees and has two
sides, one showing the
Nothing On stage, and
one showing the Nothing
On backstage area. The
run crew works hard in
two intermissions to completely transform the set
from onstage to backstage
and then back to onstage.
“It’s amazing that they
can turn around the entire
set and put up 17 walls in
10 minutes, twice,” said

Rachel Cunningham ’14,
who plays Dotty Otley
in Noises Off. “The set is
the main character of the
play,” Viccellio said.
Greg Culley, a senior
drama/art history double
major, designed the set
as part of his senior thesis. “He is without a doubt
one of the most talented
and hardworking students
I’ve had,” Viccellio said.
“Basically the trick with
his set is that he’s building two sets.”
Throughout the show,
characters obsess over

writer to a real writer.”
Both poets agreed on
the benefits of being an
English major, even in a
time when the English
major pursuit has become
laden with questions like
“What will you do with an
English major?” or “What
kind of job are you going
to get post-grad?”
“People who are big
readers and have a lot of
practice writing can do
pretty much anything,”
Salter said. “If you love it
… it’s a mistake, I think, to
be too careerist about it.”
Spiegelman agreed. “I
have had [years] where
English majors are few and
fewer … I have had English majors who have gone
on to be doctors, lawyers,
the whole gamut … don’t
give up hope.”
On a whole, the two
writers have contributed
to news magazines such
as The Wall Street Journal,
written children’s literature, plays and poetry collections as well as having
received numerous awards.
Spiegelman is a regular

contributor to the Leisure
and Arts section of the
Journal. He recently published the article “Academy at a Crossroads” in
September
about
the
Pennsylvania Academy of
Fine Arts.
Their conversation is as
of yet unscripted with no
intended talking points,
and will rely on Clarvoe to
lead the discussion. Neither author expressed worry about the impromptu
style of the discussion.
When asked about his
expectations for the conversation, Spiegelman said,
“I can assure you there will
be no paucity of words or
points of interest, because
we are lively people.”
Indeed, the two are old
friends. “We’ve known
each other for so long that
I can’t even remember, but
it’s been decades,” Salter
said.
The two were quick to
declare poetry as their favorite medium of writing.
Salter, who has published a
range of works from children’s literature to plays,

explained why. “Poetry is
what I’ve done the most
of,” Salter said. “The other
most important [medium]
to me has been song lyrics.”
“A writer is a person
who likes playing with
language,”
Spiegelman
said. “And who will do so
all the time … I like writing for The Wall Street Journal: I get paid for it, it has a
large readership and most
interestingly, because I am
given a word limit.” Spiegelman added truthfully,
“Nothing focuses the mind
so much as a deadline and
a word count.”
The authors also agreed
on the difficulties in highup positions. For Spiegelman, his position as
Editor-In-Chief of The
Southwest Review, a literary journal, has been
painstaking. “[It’s] increasingly becoming a great
pain. I’ve been [the editor]
for 39 years and I’m tired.
Print quarterlies are quickly going out of fashion and
losing steam and losing
power … I’m a dinosaur.”

two things: doors and
sardines. The set has
nine doors that perpetually slam in people’s faces,
leading to missed connections and mass confusion. During the second
act in particular, characters run up and down
the stairs and all over
the backstage, making it
“one of the most physical
shows” Cunningham has
ever done. In addition,
actors often have multiple props at any given
moment — sometimes
props from both Nothing

On and Noises Off itself.
The show as a whole has
strong metatheatrical elements to it — invoking a
commentary about drama
and plays as a whole. Part
of the reason Cunningham likes is so much is
because “it pokes fun at
theater itself.”
More than anything,
Noises Off is a farce
through and through.
“It’s so smart; it’s so well
put together,” Viccellio said, illuminating the
comedy of the script itself. “It would be hard to
do a bad job with what
[Frayn] gave us,” Cromer
said.
All of the actors are
strongly committed to
putting on such a complicated show in a short
time, and have given extra
time and effort in the past
few weeks. Noises Off runs
extremely smoothly, even
while nothing at all goes
smoothly in Nothing On.
“I can’t remember the
last time I had this much
fun working on a show,”
Cunningham said.
Noises Off runs in the
Bolton Theater tonight,
tomorrow, and Saturday
at 8 p.m.

Poets Spiegelman, Salter to discuss writing, the English major
EMILY SAKAMOTO
A&E EDITOR

What do mushroom ragout, yoga, the poet Amy
Clampitt and Harvard
University have to do with
each other?
They all connect back to
poets Willard Spiegelman
and Mary Jo Salter. The
two friends are both fans
of yoga and cooking, attended Harvard, and also
share a special bond over
the late poet Clampitt.
Professor of English
Jennifer Clarvoe will facilitate a conversation
between the two poets
on Thurs. Oct. 17 in the
Cheever Room in Finn
House.
Both have also spent
time as professors: Spiegelman at Southern Methodist University in Texas,
and Salter for 23 years at
Mount Holyoke College.
“The inspiration of
watching young readers
and writers develop [is why
I teach],” Salter said. “It’s
very exciting to see how
fast a talented young mind
goes from a beginning

COURTESY OF SMU 2013, HILLSMAN S. JACKSON

Willard Spiegelman teaches English and American poetry at
Dedman College at Southern Methodist University.
Likewise editing the
Norton Anthology of Poetry twice has been “a very
humbling
experience,”
Salter said.
“You’re aware of your
own experience … you
might disagree with yourself. You can only do your
best,” she said.
Both Salter and Spiegelman are prime examples

of just how far the study of
English can go. As for the
creativity of writing, Spiegelman said, “Don’t give
up hope … I am a great believer in America’s strong
liberal arts colleges.” Salter
agreed.
“I do think that our culture places too little emphasis on the ability to express oneself,” she said.
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SCOREBOARD
FOOTBALL
OCT. 12

vs

HIRAM COLLEGE

GAMBIER, OHIO
W 20-16

MEN’S ULTIMATE

FIELD HOCKEY

VOLLEYBALL

OCT. 12-13

at OSU FALL BRAWL TOURNEY

COLUMBUS, OHIO
7TH PLACE

OCT. 16

at

COLLEGE OF WOOSTER

OCT. 16

vs

WOOSTER, OHIO
L 1-3

WITTENBERG UNIVERSITY

GAMBIER, OHIO
W 5-1

Women’s soccer woes continue with loss to 2-5 Denison
ALEX PIJANOWSKI
STAFF WRITER

The women’s soccer team has
faced no shortage of adversity
through the course of this season.
For a significant portion of
their regular season, the team
has dealt with a multitude of
injuries, many of them to key
players. In one game earlier
this month, Lauren Wolfe ’14,
the team’s starting goalkeeper,
played forward because of a
shortage of players.
Adding to this, their schedule is loaded with very difficult
teams. The team has also played
many close matches — with the
exception of one competition
this season, none of their games
has been decided by more than
two goals.
Nevertheless, Head Coach
Kelly Bryan believes her team
is on a positive trajectory, and
she expects the Ladies to make
big strides before the end of the
present campaign.
One of the causes for optimism is the stellar performance
the team delivered on Saturday
when visiting the College of
Wooster, which Bryan called “a
huge win.” The Ladies beat the
Fighting Scots 2-1.
Co-Captain Becca Romaine
’15 scored Kenyon’s first goal of
the day late in the first half to
pull even with Wooster.
Maggie Smith ’17 broke the
tie early in the second half with

HENRI GENDREAU | COLLEGIAN

Co-Captain Anna Walley ’15 played the entire 90 minutes of the Ladies’ loss to Denison University on Oct. 15.
a goal that ultimately proved
to be the deciding factor of the
matchup.
Bryan said the Wooster team
had not lost a game this season
until their streak was finally
broken by the Ladies’ heroic efforts.
“It was amazing. It was probably the best goal of my entire
life, honestly,” Smith said. “It
was one of those goals where
it happened, and I didn’t even
know what just happened.”
Smith, a forward, has been

a welcome addition for the Ladies this year. Although she is
just beginning her collegiate career, she has already emerged as
a consistent scorer on the team,
and has scored four goals for the
team this year.
Along with Romaine, who
led the team in scoring the past
two seasons and leads this year’s
team with five goals, Smith has
become part of a formidable
two-pronged attack up front for
Kenyon.
“The first few games, when I

was just starting to get playing
time, I definitely felt the pressure, and [Bryan] knew it. I was
nervous, I wasn’t even playing
that well,” Smith said.
She has since taken her
coach’s advice to “take it as
a compliment” that the team
needs her talents on the field,
and has since settled into her
role as a top scorer.
Unfortunately, the team
could not replicate its weekend
success on Tuesday afternoon’s
home match against Denison

University.
At halftime, the Ladies
trailed by a score of 2-0. Although they added two scores
of their own in the second half,
they could not hold off Denison, and their defense gave up
three second-half goals.
Katie Blake ’14 and Marie Laube ’16 scored their first
goals of the season in the effort
against the Big Red.
Despite the team’s struggles
and four conference games remaining, Bryan is convinced
they will conclude the season
on a high note.
“We know we have to accomplish a certain number of wins
here in the next several weeks
to give ourselves a shot at any
postseason play,” Bryan said.
Many players are beginning
to return from the injuries that
had previously kept them from
the field.
“It’s nice to feel like you’re
getting back to where people
are the most comfortable in
their roles on the field,” Bryan
said.
Furthermore, the team as a
whole is becoming more comfortable playing together and
becoming more confident about
its collective abilities. All of
these circumstances should
dovetail nicely into a strong finish.
The Ladies will next play at
home against Wittenberg University on Wednesday, Oct. 23.

Men’s soccer remains perfect in NCAC, nets three wins
ESTEBAN BACHELET
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon Lords
are starting to believe.
Last year, the men’s soccer team finished with
a final overall record of
9-6-3. With two conference wins in a week, the
Lords have passed last
year’s win total at 10-3-1
overall with four games
yet to play.
“Instead of drawing
or losing this year, we’re
pulling out wins,” Jeremiah Barnes ’16 said. “If
we play to the level that
we can play, we’ll make
a deep run. Our goal is
the North Coast Athletic Conference [NCAC]
Championship.”
The Lords are well
on their way to turning
those expectations into
reality. They dominated
the Allegheny College
Gators 4-1 on Oct. 5 and
broke through the College of Wooster’s last line

of defense in a 2-0 victory on Oct. 12. After
trailing Denison University by one at halftime,
the Lords came from
behind to beat the Big
Red 3-2 at home. The
wins boosted the Lords
to a 3-0-1 NCAC record.
“Against Allegheny we
turned up,” Head Coach
Chris Brown told Kenyon Sports Connection.
“We played probably the
best we’ve played all season.”
During the match,
Tony Amolo ’17 and
Rei Mitsuyama ’15 each
put up a goal and an assist. Alex Christoff ’15
and Jordan Glassman ’17
rounded out the scoring
to comfortably sink the
Gators.
The
College
of
Wooster proved a slightly
more challenging contest. “We knew we were
better, but we also knew
that they were going to

CHRIS KWAN | COLLEGIAN

Returning from injury, Co-Captain Andrew Parmelee ’14 scored two goals in last night’s win.
put up a good fight,”
Mitsuyama said.
With a quick start, the
Lords had a chance two
minutes into the game
off some good movement.
Later in the first half,
Grant Carney ’15 rose up
and scored a header only
to watch the goal disallowed. “They called offside and it wasn’t,” said

Barnes, who had whipped
the ball in off a set piece.
The Lords went on to
hit the crossbar and the
post courtesy of Amolo
and Alistair Flynn ’14,
respectively.
Kenyon
headed into halftime outshooting Wooster 13-2.
Nate Petrou ’15 broke
the deadlock after finding plenty of space on

the right side. “Jeremiah Barnes put in a good
ball,” Petrou said. “The
ball got lost in the box. It
was more of a right place,
right time kind of goal.”
With Wooster pressing forward to equalize
the game, Barnes found
space and picked up his
second assist after sliding
the ball back across the

grain to Mitsuyama. The
Lords sealed the game
at 2-0, preserving their
sixth shutout of the season.
Mitsuyama credits the
team’s success to Kenyon’s wealth of goal scorers. “Our top two are two
freshmen, [Amolo and
Jordan Glassman], that
have done a great job.
But after that, we have
five or six goal scorers,”
Mitsuyama said.
Petrou also credited
the first years and team
consistency to the team’s
successes. “This year
we’ve done a good job of
winning the games we
are supposed to win even
when we don’t play that
great,” he said. At each
position the Lords have
found solid, reliable players.
The Lords next play
on Saturday, Oct. 19
when they host Wabash
College at 3:30 p.m.
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Field hockey goes 2-1 vs. NCAC foes

THIS WEEK IN
KC ATHLETICS

NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon field hockey
team had a tough week against
fierce conference competitors.
On Oct. 5, the Ladies beat
the College of Wooster 4-1,
and then trounced Earlham
College 7-1 on Oct. 11 before
falling to DePauw University
2-4 on Oct. 12. Last night, the
Ladies beat Wittenberg University 6-1.
Even though Wooster entered the Oct. 5 contest with
just a 3-3 conference record,
Kenyon Co-Captain Sammy
Johnston ’15 acknowledged
the Ladies never plan to underestimate any opponent on
gameday.
“Each day in practice we
want to give it our best, and we
know we’re up against some
really great teams,” Johnston
said. “We’re not taking anything for granted.”
Wooster took an early lead,
but this was the only goal of
the game for Wooster, as four
different Ladies got on the
scoreboard for Kenyon before
time was called.
Cecilia Depman ’15 started the scoring, burying a shot
off a Johnston pass to tie the
game at one.
With just 30 seconds remaining in the half, Julie
Freedman ’15 drilled a tiebreaking goal off an assist
from Co-Captain Maddie
Breschi ’16.
Breschi and Rachel Hall
’15 closed out the scoring for
the Ladies, with Hall getting
a goal off an assist from Alex
Bair ’14.
Kenyon next took on the
Earlham College Quakers,

Volleyball

COURTESY OF JOHN EVANS

Co-Captain Maddie Breschi ’16 scored in the Ladies’ 5-1 win over Wittenberg on Oct. 16.
whom the Ladies defeated
4-1 earlier in the season. Like
the Wooster game, the Ladies
fell behind early, but Hall responded, taking a pass and
storming through the Earlham defense before sneaking
a shot past the goalkeeper. The
pair teamed up for another Kenyon goal five minutes later.
Two minutes later Hall
struck again, one-touching
a Johnston pass into an unguarded Earlham cage, making it 3-1 Kenyon.
Hannah Drake ’16 added
a goal before the half, sending
a low-angle snipe into the far
side of the Earlham cage.
Seventy-five seconds into
the second half, Hall scored
again for the Ladies, tallying
her 14th goal of the season on
a one-timer from point-blank
range. Head Coach Jacque
DeMarco praised Hall’s athleticism following the sophomore’s four-point performance
against Earlham.

“In the two year’s I’ve
coached her, she’s really
learned her position well,” DeMarco said.
Breschi and Johnston
closed out the scoring for the
Ladies’ 7-1 victory, with Breschi coming through on a 15yard howitzer from Depman
and Johnston finishing off an
assist from Cait Coates ’16,
Coates’ first of the season.
After defeating Wooster
and Earlham, Kenyon had
their biggest test in DePauw
– currently in first place in the
conference.
The Ladies were not intimidated and less than two minutes into the match, Breschi
rocketed home a 12-yard blast
off a Hall corner to give Kenyon their first lead over DePauw since the Tigers joined
the North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) in 2011.
DePauw almost evened
up the match, but goalkeeper
Sydney Carney-Knisely ’14

stopped a slew of DePauw
shots and preserved the onegoal lead. Carney-Knisely recorded a season-high 12 saves
during the match.
The Tigers eventually tied
things up on a penalty stroke,
and added two more, making
it 3-1 going into the half.
Things began to look bleak
for the Ladies 17 minutes into
the final half of play, until a
Freedman shot cut the score
to 3-2.
Morgen Barroso ’16 slung
a DePauw shot off the Kenyon
goal line to keep Kenyon within one late in the game, but the
Tigers snuck one final goal in
for a 4-2 victory.
Despite the final score,
Kenyon put up twice as many
goals against DePauw than
the Tigers had allowed in all
previous eight games. Kenyon
remains in third place in the
NCAC and will next play at
Ohio Wesleyan University on
Sunday, Oct. 20 at 1 p.m.

attempts in the red zone.
Quarterback Jake Bates ’15
struggled throughout the afternoon, throwing two interceptions and losing a fumble.
“All three turnovers are
easily correctable,” Head
Coach Chris Monfiletto said.
“This is the fifth game [Bates]
has started at quarterback,
so he’s going to get better at
that as he gets more and more
comfortable playing that position.”
The Lords, however, were
able to hit paydirt three times.
Bates threw two touchdown
passes, one to fullback Blake
Calcei ’16 in the first quarter
and the other to wide receiver
Brian Hunca ’17 in the third
quarter. Running back Brandon January ’15 had a career
day, totaling 181 yards and a
third quarter touchdown on
28 carries. Hiram was simply unable to find an answer
for January’s ability to break
tackles and get into the second
level, particularly in the second
half.

“[January] obviously stood
out,” Monfiletto said. “He’s
ludicrous. He had a bunch of
carries and 181 yards, but six
yards a clip? That’s [January’s]
potential, and it was nice to see
him play to his potential. We
need that more consistently.”
The Kenyon defense had
one of its typical “bend but
don’t break” afternoons. After
conceding two touchdowns in
the first half, including a 76yard touchdown run on the
second play from scrimmage,
the Lords buckled down and
stayed there. The Terriers only
managed to score three points
in the second half and were
4-15 on third down throughout the game. Defensive lineman Ryan Rosen ’14 and defensive back Stuart Brown ’14
each intercepted a pass, and
five players tallied a team-high
six tackles apiece while the defense combined for 10 tackles
for a loss.
With a mix of struggle and
success on Saturday, the Lords
remain confident that they can

improve heading into the final
four games of the season. “We
just need to perfect our practices and improve from the last
game to this [coming] game,”
January said. “We can correct
our mistakes.”
Kenyon (4-2, 4-1 North
Coast Athletic Conference)
will travel to Crawfordsville,
Ind. this Saturday, Oct. 19 to
play undefeated Wabash College, which is ranked 16th
nationally. The Lords defeated the Little Giants just one
time in program history: a 7-0
road win in 1942. Wabash has
dominated the eight meetings
since, last defeating Kenyon
49-0 in 2011.
It will be a daunting task
for the Lords, but Monfiletto
is confident that his team will
be ready.
“We’re going to eliminate
turnovers, because you can’t
turn the ball over three times
against a really good team and
expect to beat them,” Monfiletto said. “We’re getting better every game.”

Football edges Hiram 20-16 at home
RICHARD PERA
STAFF WRITER

Down by four points, Hiram College had driven all the
way to the Kenyon six-yard
line with just over two minutes
remaining. With the game
on the line and supported by
a rambunctious home crowd,
the Lords proceeded to hold
the Terriers on the ensuing four plays, standing their
ground and preserving the
lead. Kenyon held out for a
20-16 victory, its third win in
a row, this past Saturday, Oct.
12.
The Lords dominated time
of possession by running for
264 yards and snapping 84
total plays. The running game
helped keep the Terrier offense
off the field and the Lords defense well-rested, especially
in the second half. Despite
finding success in the running game, the team struggled
mightily to complete drives.
Kenyon was an abysmal one
for four on fourth down conversions, including three failed

15

The Kenyon volleyball team has been busy —
playing f ive games in the past two weeks. The
f irst was at home on Oct. 6 against the tough
DePauw University Tigers. Though the Ladies
won the third set, with a score of 25-21, DePauw
still beat Kenyon 1-3.
Over October Break the Ladies f lew to California for two days of competition. The f irst day,
they played host Pomona-Pitzer Colleges, falling to the Sagehens 0-3. The second day, Kenyon went up against both Claremont-MuddScripps Colleges and Whittier College, and lost
both matches by scores of 0-3.
Finally, this past Tuesday the Ladies played
the College of Wooster, winning the second set
25-21. Unfortunately, the Ladies weren’t quite
able to capitalize on their match success, and
lost the game 1-3.
“It’s the same kind of problem we’ve had all
season, where we play really well for short spurts,
but we can’t maintain it for long enough to take
a full match,” Head Coach Katie Charles said.
With this new string of losses, the team’s record stands at 0-18 this season. But the Ladies
are still hopeful, according to Charles. “We still
have over half of our conference schedule left,
so we’re just planning on one match at a time,”
she said.
The Ladies will play again this upcoming
Saturday, Oct. 19 against Allegheny College at
3 p.m. at Tomsich Arena.
— Reed Dickerson

Golf
The Kenyon golf team closed out their fall
season this past weekend, travelling to Greencastle, Ind. to play in the DePauw Small College
Classic. After two rounds and two challenging
courses, the Lords placed f ifth out of 11 teams,
which featured six conference foes.
Saturday’s f irst round concluded with Alex
Blickle ’15, Jordan Harlacher ’16 and Mason
McCool ’17 all scoring 77s. Zander Nethercutt
’16 rounded out the scoring with a 79 to bring
the Lords’ total to 310.
The second day saw increases to every team’s
scores, but luckily for the Lords, they kept the
margin slim and scored 314. McCool and Nethercutt shot 77s, while Blickle and Harlacher shot
80s. The Lords’ combined score of 624 was good
enough for f ifth place.
Individually, four of the f ive scoring Lords
f inished within the top 30. McCool led the way,
tying for 14th. Nethercutt ended up tying for
25th, while Blickle and Harlacher tied for 29th.
McCool’s play may have surprised spectators,
but not Head Coach Grant Wallace, who praised
the f irst year’s work ethic. “He’s a hard worker,
always wants to be out there hitting balls and
doing whatever he can to help the team,” Wallace said. “This weekend he was able to show his
true potential.”
With six conference teams participating, Wallace saw this event as a prequel for the spring’s
conference championships. “It gives us a look at
where we are going to be in April or May,” Wallace said.
It was a great fall season for the Lords, who
had four top-10 f inishes, including three within the top f ive. But Wallace has bigger goals in
mind. “It was a good fall,” he said. “We know
what we need to work on, where we need to improve, and what our strengths are.”
The Lords will be back in action come March,
when they will travel to South Carolina over
spring break for their f irst competition of the
spring season.
— John Bray

INSIDE: Men’s soccer beats Denison 3-2 P.14
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Mount Vernon Nazarene University senior Lindsay Doerr came to the Kenyon women’s Ultimate team looking to
take her love of the sport to a higher level. After initial hesitation, she became part of the Ultimate community.

Naz senior has an Ultimate home in Gambier
IAN ROUND
STAFF WRITER

“I love Ultimate. My heart
bleeds discs.”
Unhappy with the Ultimate offerings at Mount
Vernon Nazarene University
(MVNU), colloquially known
as “the Naz,” senior Lindsay
Doerr looked elsewhere to get
her frisbee f ix.
She turned to Gambier,
emailing the Kenyon team to
ask about joining.
“We have intramural Ultimate at Mount Vernon, but
it’s terrible,” Doerr said.
Doerr, 22, of Wooster,
Ohio, said she played Ultimate “off and on for about
two-and-a-half years” before
joining Kenyon’s team last
year. She said her boyfriend
of four years, who graduated
from Ohio Wesleyan University this year and was the captain of their team, sparked her
interest in the sport.
At f irst, the Kenyon team
was not sure how to accept a
non-Kenyon student, but Doerr said the team warmed up
to her in a hurry.
“Honestly, the Kenyon
women’s Ultimate team was
so welcoming,” she said. “It
helped that I’m not terrible.”
Team Captain Emma Pea-

slee ’14 said there was nothing
too memorable about Doerr’s
f irst few days on the team.
“I don’t really remember,
and I think that’s kind of telling of her personality,” Peaslee said, referring to Doerr’s
easygoing and relaxed nature.
“It wasn’t really jarring at
all, it just happened seamlessly,” she said. “She really
meshed with the team.”
Since she does not attend
Kenyon, Doerr is not allowed
to play in sanctioned tournaments unless there is a proven
aff iliation between the College and MVNU.
She said, however, that the
team only played in one sanctioned tournament last year
and believes that proven aff iliation is a vague rule.
Despite the little interaction between the two schools,
Doerr interestingly noted that
her friends at MVNU are fascinated by Kenyon.
“The students at the Naz
see Kenyon as this alternate
reality that is so grand,” she
said. “They’re just jealous that
I get to live outside of the
bubble.”
MVNU students are not
the only curious ones.
“As much as students at
the Naz ask about Kenyon,

people at Kenyon ask about
the Naz,” Doerr said. “I feel
blessed to see both cultures
because they’re totally different worlds.”
Doerr
characterized
MVNU as “a normal college,
but it’s founded on Christian
principles.”
She said the main difference between the schools is
that MVNU has stricter rules,
the most notable of which is
that students are not allowed
to drink alcohol. She also
noted there is less diversity of
opinions at MVNU.
“It’s assumed that everyone
shares the same viewpoint,”
Doerr said. “Other religions
aren’t discussed.”
She added, though, that
the school has panel discussions and “groups made for the
purpose of having open conversations.”
Though she said she does
not often hang out with the
team on the weekends, Doerr
eats with them at Peirce Hall
after practice.
“The food at Mount Vernon is terrible,” she said, adding that Peirce is much better
than her dining hall, where
she claims “everything is
fried.”
She suggested a state of

gastronomic desperation at
the Naz. “Some girl tried to
press a sandwich in the waff le
maker,” she said.
Of course, she does not go
to Peirce just for the food.
She said she values the small
amount of time she spends
with the team off of the f ield.
“Even though I don’t hang
out with them on the weekends, I still consider them a
big part of my life,” she said
of her Kenyon teammates.
Doerr’s passion for the
team and her teammates is
more enthusiastic than intense. She said she loves Ultimate for the game, not the
result on the scoreboard.
“I’m not a super competitive person. I just like to run
a lot,” Doerr said.
Doerr, a biology education
major, transferred to MVNU
for her sophomore year from
Indiana Wesleyan University
in Marion, Ind.
She said she transferred
to be closer to her boyfriend
and felt that a teaching license from Ohio would be
more valuable than one from
Indiana.
She takes an online class
in addition to her full class
schedule and teaches 11 hours
per week at Mount Vernon

High School (MVHS).
Next semester, she will
teach full time at MVHS and
take two evening classes.
In addition to the extra
coursework, Doerr mentors six
freshman girls in high school
and does additional volunteer
teaching. Even with her busy
schedule, she still makes time
for Ultimate practices.
And despite attending a
religious school and having a
pastor for a father, Doerr said
she does not like the terms
“religious” or “Christian” because they carry too many
negative connotations as major denominations have staked
out controversial positions on
social issues.
She said she tries to emulate
Christian principles, “which
to me means loving people.
Christians often get caught up
in wrongs people are doing,”
she said. “I get so angry when
Christians hate people.”
Peaslee said that Doerr’s
kindness is one of the things
that makes her presence on
the team so welcome.
For Doerr, some of her
open-mindedness has come
from her Kenyon teammates.
“They’ve taught me a lot
about life and how to view
people,” she said.

